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Smoke leads
to Camino
evacuation

Hellogoodbye plays homecoming

UCLA Prof,
highlights
money as art

By Olivia Martinez

By Kara Griffin

Students were evacuated from
Camino Hall on Monday due to a report
of smoke in the building. Public Safety
received a call from an unknown source
at approximately 11:15 a.m. and began
evacuating students and faculty. The
origin of the smoke was unknown.
"Because we were alerted of the
smoke promptly, we were able to quick
ly evaluate and evacuate the building in
order to keep our community members
safe," said Public Safety Chief Larry
Barnett.
The San Diego Fire Department
arrived on the scene to investigate the
source of the smoke. Along with USD's
environment and safety specialist and
the USD building maintenance staff,
SDFD determined that the smoke was
emanating from the roof of Camino,
room PH11. The cause of the smoke
was an overheated condenser on an air
ventilation motor. The ventilator then
circulated the smoke throughout the
building.
"I was in the lab, and it started to
smell really bad, like chemicals," junior
Jennifer Paredes said. "The alarm didn't
go off until a good half hour later be
cause it was on the roof."
Although smoke was not visible in
all parts of the building, Public Safety
evacuated everyone in Camino as a
precaution. To assist SDFD in finding
the source, Public Safety facilitated the
evacuation. Public Safety reported that
the evacuation went well, thanks to the
help of Parking Services and resident
hall assistants who assisted with traffic
and crowd control.
Students who were in the basement
of Camino reported being able to see the
smoke, while those on higher floors and
near the front end of the building only
reported smelling the smoke.
"In order to minimize the build
ing occupants' exposure to smoke and
to provide for their safety, the building
was evacuated," Barnett said. "Per the
suggestion of USD's environment and
safety specialist, the building remained
closed until 1 p.m. to allow the remain
ing smoke to dissipate."
Classes taking place between 11:15
a.m. and 1 p.m. were canceled, and resi
dents of Camino Hall were not allowed
back into their rooms.
"My class evacuated to the patch of
grass that faces SOLES behind Cami
no," junior Haley Earl-Lynn said. "Two
of my classes were canceled and I heard
later that there was a problem with an
AC unit on the roof and that's where the
smoke was coming from."
While still unaware of the source of
the smoke, it was Public Safety's prior
ity to ensure no one was in immediate
danger.
"My friend asked what was going
on, and a Public Safety Officer said 'We
don't know, that's why we're evacuating
you,"' senior Lauren Millslagle said.
At the time of this publication, no
one has reported any harm from the in
cident.
"When we realized what was going
on, it became real and more exciting,"
sophomore Anna Halligan said. "We
were calmly evacuated and I learned
that the school's emergency procedures
really work."
Although incidents like this can't
be predicted, danger can be avoided.
Barnett recommends that students fol
low the instructions given by Public
Safety and emergency responders.
"Being able to safely and quickly
evacuate the building is crucial in an ac
tual fire emergency," he said.

UCLA Archaeology and Clas
sics Professor, John K. Papadopoulos,
brought the ancient Mediterranean
world to life last Friday during his lec
ture, Money, Art and the Construction
of Value.
Papadopoulos is a classical archae
ologist interested in various aspects of
Aegean prehistory, such as Greek and
Italian archaeology and the history
and culture of the Classical period. He
has conducted field work in Australia,
Greece, Italy and Albania, and his re
search interests include the topography
of Athens, colonization of Greece and
the Aegean Late Bronze and Early Iron
Age.
Additionally, Papadopoulos seeks
to integrate both literary and material
evidence to form records of the past.
USD's Can Bilsel, associate pro
fessor and chair of the department of
art, architecture and art history, invited
Papadopoulos, who spoke on Oct. 8 in
the IPJ Theatre.
To introduce the topic of his lec
ture, Papadopoulos spoke about J.S.G.
Boggs, an American artist who ex
amines the cultural foundations of
money. Boggs is best known for his
hand-drawn, one-sided depictions of
U.S. banknotes, which he calls "Boggs
notes." In a twist of conventional per
formance art, Boggs does not sell his
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Hellogoodbye guitarist Joseph Marro (left) and vocalist Forrest Kline (right) perform at the homecoming concert.

By Olivia Martinez
and Allie Safran
Torero Program Board helped to
kick off this year's homecoming festiv
ity with a party in the heart of USD.
On Friday, Oct. 8, at 6:30 p.m., Marian
Way was closed off and transformed
for the evening of festivities. A stage
was set up in front of the University
Center, along with a bungee run and an
inflatable obstacle course.
Food stations offered everything
from chicken tenders to mozzarella
sticks and a wide assortment of ice
cream bars. Caramel apples were a
popular new addition as well as the
photo booths outside of Franks Lounge,

turing a DJ set by Sleeveless (USD's
Austin Campbell), San Diego's own
White Apple Tree and party time fa
vorites Hellogoodbye.
"I liked White Apple Tree," said
Jeremy Day, a homecoming court nom
inee. "They were funky and unique
and didn't use guitar for the first three
songs, which was different."
The concert generated a large
crowd and, according to Alberto, it was
the largest turnout for a homecoming
concert since 2007.
"Although not many students were
familiar with Hellogoodbye's songs or
musical genre, in my four years at USD
I have never seen a USD concert crowd

See TORERO, page 2

See MONEY, Page 4
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Surf one, surf all with Beta Theta Pi

Photos Courtesy of BetaTheta Pi

LEFT: Members of BetaTheta Pi assist a Life Rolls On participant to get out on the water. RIGHT: Members of BetaTheta Pi set up prior to last year's event at Mission Beach.This
year's event will be held on Saturday, Oct. 23., at Mission Beach.

By Vanessie Christensen
J

Photo by Bigoteetoe/Flickr CC

where you could go inside with friends
and take your picture for free.
"I think the homecoming event this
year was incredible," said Jayzona Al
berto, TPB's vice-chair of operations.
"There was some really great food and
entertainment. The photo booths were
awesome because you were able to fit
up to 12 people in them. They even had
a 'touch of Torero class' added to the
finished product. Since Torero Program
Board was there to set up early, we got
the chance to test run them. I probably
have five or six photo booth printouts
hanging at my desk in the office. They
are always the best kinds of giveaways
to remember the night by."
The kick off party led up to the
main event, a homecoming concert fea

USD's Beta Theta Pi chapter will
be hosting the second annual Surf As
One charity competition in Mission
Beach. In hosting this event, Beta The
ta Pi hopes to raise awareness of the
effects of spinal cord injuries, as well
as $5,000 for the Life Rolls On Foun
dation.
Life Rolls On, a nonprofit, grass
roots organization, was founded with
the mission to improve the quality of
life for young people affected by spinal
cord injuries. The organization's main
platform utilizes action sports to dem
onstrate that life for those suffering
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from paraplegia or quadriplegia does
in fact, 'roll on.' The foundation's flag
ship program, They Will Surf Again is
an adaptive surfing program in which
individuals with spinal cord injuries
from around the country gather togeth
er for a day of surfing, inspiration and
camaraderie.
Beta Theta Pi's upcoming Surf As
One event is similar to They Will Surf
Again in that a total of 10 teams will
rotate in and out of the water through
out the day. Only one individual, how
ever, suffering the effects of spinal
cord injuries, will be in the water par
ticipating.
Fourteen-year-old Patrick Ivison,
a previously featured athlete at the U.S.

Open of Surfing, will be in attendance
at the event on Satruday, Oct. 23. The
event will be held at minimal cost to
participants, as the chapter has gained
the support of various local organiza
tions and businesses, and is succeeding
in raising funds through a pledge pro
gram they have on their website.
Last year, the sororities of USD,
including Kappa Kappa Gamma,
Alpha Delta Pi, Alpha Phi, Alpha
Chi Omega, Kappa Alpha Theta and
Gamma Phi Beta, participated in the
fundraiser, holding various organized
beach games and collectively raising a
total of nearly $300 for the foundation.
In addition, the Beta Theta Pi chapter
was able to raise a total of $1,500, the
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majority of which came from T-shirt
sales and surf team signups.
This year's event, which is sched
uled to begin at 9:30 a.m. in front of
the roller coaster on San Fernando Dr.,
promises to be just as successful as
last year's. Thanks to very generous
donations from sponsors, including
Mission Beach Burger Company, who
has pledged to donate 50 percent of
their daily proceeds to the event, lunch
will be provided. In addition, a raffle
will be held with all proceeds being
donated directly to the Life Rolls On
foundation.
If you are interested in donating
to Surf As One, please visit liferollson.
org/teamlro/sdbetazo.

Arts & Culture 12-15
Sports
16-20

2

THE VISTA THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2010

NEWS

EDITOR
Bernadette Smith
bsmitli@usdvista,com

Bv Nolan Chandler
Verizon Wireless owes millions
of dollars in reimbursements to its
customers. The New York Times ex
plains that Verizon will be paying up
to $90 million in refunds to 15 million
customers for over-charges. This inci
dent marks one of the largest custom
er refunds by a telecommunications
company. Previous to the payout,
Verizon had discussions with the Fed
eral Communications Commission
regarding the unauthorized charges,
customer complaints and a possible
investigation conducted by the FCC.
"The refunds will be paid to cus
tomers who did not have data access
plans but who were nevertheless as
sessed one or more charges of $1.99
because of data exchanges initiated
by software built into their phones, or
because of charges for inadvertently
going online on the phones," the New
York Times reported.
These refunds will come in a few
different forms. In a statement, Veri
zon said that customers would either
receive $2 to $6 in credits on their
October or November bills, or would
receive a refund check.
Within the past three years, the
FCC has received numerous com
plaints from customers that they had
been charged for web use on their
phones inaccurately. On certain flip
phones, if the arrow was clicked, it
automatically accessed the internet
browser. Even an immediate cancela
tion of this procedure right after a
click would charge $1.99 to the cus-
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tomer's bill.
Penalty fees are likely to follow
for the lack of notification to the cus
tomers of this default from Verizon.
Due to the number of complaints
by customers, Verizon maintained a
stance that they are very concerned
about customer satisfaction and that
they responded appropriately to the

matter.
"Our goal is to maintain our cus
tomers' trust and ensure they receive
the best experience possible," said
Mary Coyne, deputy general counsel
for Verizon Wireless.
Standard rates apply to every
megabyte accessed. The majority of
the data sessions involved minor data

exchanges caused by embedded soft
ware. Verizon Wireless and the FCC
continued to tussle about how long
Verizon may have known about this
issue. The two groups could enter into
a consent decree, in which the compa
ny would neither admit nor deny any
of the charges. In that case, Verizon
would agree to make voluntary pay

ments to settle the issue.
"Getting consumers repaid is just
the first step," said Michele Ellison,
Chief of the FCC Enforcement Bu
reau. "Ensuring this doesn't happen
again comes next."
"Verizon Wireless issues credits
to customers from time to time based
on regular review and monitoring,
when we identify errors, we remedy
them as quickly as possible," Coyne
said. "The question is whether 'as
quickly as possible' is quickly enough
to avoid a public-relations night
mare."
Although the payout is a big por
tion of Verizon's distresses, the public
relation aspect is something they are
dealing with as well. It is well known
that Verizon and AT&T are competi
tors. AT&T can now portray Verizon
as having hidden charges in future
advertising campaigns. This creates a
whole new hurdle that Verizon has to
jump.
On top of fiscal and public re
lations conundrums, marketing has
presented itself to be a challenging
task. Verizon is anticipating the op
portunity to provide a new service for
the latest iPhone model. The company
will need to fix the current situation
in order to assure the public that their
service coverage of the new phone
can undoubtedly satisfy the customer.
If there are any further concerns
or questions, Verizon encourages its
customers to write formal letters, or to
contact their customer service line. In
the meantime, the company ensures
that they are reviewing all accounts to
adequately compensate customers.

Beer garden brings people together at homecoming festival
TORERO, continued from Front Page
go as crazy as it did when they ended
the concert by playing 'Here (In Your
Arms),"' said Anthony Vieria, TPB's
Director of Torero Spirit.
This years Homecoming Court
was also presented during the kickoff event. All members of the court
wore USD football jerseys for the
presentation, in order to show off their
Torero Pride.
"The part I enjoyed the most was
the presentation of the Homecoming
Court," Alberto said. "It was a nice
little token of USD spirit to see them

all sporting their jerseys and I Ihink
this can be a great tradition for years
to come."
Members of the Homecoming
Court were not the only ones seen
showing their Torero Pride. Associated
Students President Kelsey Chase
encouraged students to wear blue
in support of Torero Athletics, and
many responded. An array of students
sporting USD colors and logos were
seen up and down Marian Way. With
the students showing their spirit, the
occasion really ignited Torero Pride.
"The event overall was a good
time and it was the kind of event that
brings USD together and helps to build

When Diet is
' disastrous

By Bernadette Smith
From my experience, it seems like
people who drink Diet Coke don't just
appreciate it, but develop a full blown
addiction to it. An article by Qing Yang
in the Yale Journal of Biology and Med
icine offers an explanation.
According to Yang, when people
consume artificial sweeteners, such as
aspartame in Diet Coke, they are at
tempting to satisfy cravings for sweet
ness. Artificial sweeteners may serve
the purpose temporarily, but they do not
complete the food reward mechanism
within the brain because there is no cor
responding calorie consumption.
The food reward mechanism is a
biological pathway in which consumers
feel satisfied after eating caloric foods,
which effectively turns off the appetite.
Because artificial sweeteners lack calo
ries, the food reward mechanism is not
completed, and consumers do not re
ceive the full reward. In this case, ap
petite will appear to increase because
people will search out more sweet foods
to complete the cycle. If more artifi
cially sweetened food is consumed, the
cycle is merely perpetuated.
Although they are often substituted
for natural sweeteners in weight loss di
ets, according to Yang, artificial sweet
eners have been shown to cause weight
gain. This is partly because artificial
sweeteners encourage sugar cravings
and sugar dependence.
This is something 1 have experi
enced first hand. I have had a continual
battle since entering college to remove
myself from the Diet Coke cycle, with
some attempts successful, but the ma
jority not. During my obsession stages
were I have one to two Diet Cokes a
day, I experience significant sugar crav
ings that I do not normally have other

wise. It always seems to hit around the
same time of day, 8 or 9 p.m., where I
feel as though life cannot go on until I
get my chocolate cookie - gluten free of
course.
From a nutritional and biological
standpoint, I know that part of this ex
perience of craving is due to lowered
Cortisol levels. Cortisol is known as the
"stress hormone" because it accumulates
based on levels of stress. At nighttime,
your natural Cortisol production is at its
lowest point. Cortisol plays an important
role in the metabolism of sugar and reg
ulation of blood sugar, so when Cortisol
levels decrease, it can lower blood sugar
and affect appetite. Aspartame is like a
fuel to this craving because the body is
primed for sugar-seeking behavior.
In Yang's article, he discusses a
study done in the '80s concerning Body
Mass Index and artificial sweeteners.
Scientists measured the BMIs of partici
pants at the onset of the study, and again
eight years later. Individuals who con
sumed artificially sweetened beverages
on a regular basis gained 77 percent
more body weight than individuals who
did not consume the beverages.
•Aspartame has also been linked
to increased insulin resistance and the
development of fatty liver disease, ac
cording to Livestrong.com. Specifi
cally, aspartame can threaten the liver
because it leads to an accumulation of
formaldehyde. The formaldehyde can
bind to protein molecules, creating liver
damage, sometimes permanent. This
damage is also linked to forms of ge
netic damage with long-term exposure,
Livestrong said.
Another main concern is the de
hydration that can result from drinking
Diet Coke. The caffeine content in
creases water loss in the body because it
speeds up filtration of fluids in the kid
neys. Diet Coke will also cause a loss
of calcium from the body. High contents
of phosphate in the drink are digested
through the stomach, and leach calcium
from the bones.
Personally, eliminating Diet Coke
from my life feels a bit like ripping off
a band-aid. However, there is power in
knowledge, and knowledge about health
and wellness is important for self-es
teem. self-empowerment and overall
health.

a school spirit," Day said.
All of the homecoming festivities
are the result of hard work from the
TPB. Ashley Alman, TPB's director
of traditions, was in charge of the
planning preparations, while Bryce
Carr, director of center stage, took
care of the entertainment.'
"They both did a phenomenal job
this year," Alberto said. "They were so
dedicated to this event and put a lot of
time into planning it and making it so
successful. The rest of the board really
pulled through to help out Ashley and
Bryce as best we could, but they put
in a lot of hard work and they should
definitely get the props for it."
For Saturday's main event, the
pre-game tailgate, students were
admitted for $6 with their student ID
cards. Entrance included unlimited
access to games, free samples from the
vendors, all you can eat lunch and, for
those over 21, drinks in the beer and
wine gardens.
Organizations
and
venders
started their set up around 10:30 a.m.,
including Jamba Juice, Luna bar,
Cliff bar, face painting and plenty of
games.

The Alcala Club handed out
homemade root beer floats
while
sharing information
about their
prestigious club with guests of the
tailgate. The sororities and fraternities
set up booths to promote their
organizations and each created a game
for visitors and alumni to play. USD
Banquets and Catering provided the
all you can eat lunch. On one side of
campus was the all-American buffet,
complete with burgers, hot dogs,
veggie burgers, pasta salad and chips.
The other held a Mexican taco bar
with all of the essentials, including
guacamole, fajita-style chicken, beef
and churros for dessert.
Continuing the Torero tradition,
USD had a mechanical bull. Children,
students, alumni and even some
parents waited in a long line to have
their shot at riding the bull.
The Public Safety booth attracted
a pretty good crowd since they were in
charge of checking IDs and authorizing
wristbands with tear-off tabs to ensure
the three beer limit.
The most popular areas of the
tailgate, however, were the beer and
wine gardens. Gordon BierschBrewing
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Company sponsored the beer garden,
serving two types of beer. The gardens
were a great place for alumni to taste
some delicious brews and rekindle
past friendships with professors and
classmates.
"I loved the tailgate, especially the
beer gardens," said alumna Erin Greig,
class of 2010. "It made me realize that
my Thursday Pennant friends haven't
changed at all. I'm coming back every
year."
Around 2 p.m., the crowd
from the tailgate headed over to the
homecoming football game.
"It was a scorching San Diego
day for homecoming that reminded
the alumni and students why USD
is such an amazing place to go to
school," said senior Steven Shepherd.
"The bleachers in the student section
were filled by halftime and the stands
were buzzing just in time to see John
McGough make a great catch in the
end zone before the half."
Although the football game did
not end the way the Toreros would
have liked, members of the USD
community showed their pride while
wearing their Torero blue.
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Stephanie Wood, President of Gamma Phi Beta, was crowned Homecoming Queen at this year's homecoming game against Dayton.

Alexandra Green/The Vista

Phil Morelli takes the handoff from Mason Mills at the homecoming football game.
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
October 4th - 10th

OCTOBER 7, 2010
Location: MAHER HALL 4TH FLOOR

OCTOBER 4, 2010
Location: SPORTS CENTER LOCKER ROOM

At 10:54 p.m. Public Safety responded to a fire alarm. Upon investigation it
was determined that steam from a shower had caused the alarm to activate.
No fire or damage occurred.

At 12:35 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of theft of a wallet, watch,
car keys and cell phone. Upon investigation the items were reported to have
been taken from an unsecured locker between 11:05 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

OCTOBER 9, 2010

OCTOBER 4, 2010
Location: SERRA HALL-NORTH SIDE OF BUILDING
At approximately 2:25 p.m. Public Safety responded to a complaint of exces
sive noise coming from a resident hall room.Upon investigation the residents
were contacted to turn down the volume on the television.

Location: TORERO WAY @ UNIVERSITY CENTER
At approximately 12:30 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an indi
vidual vomiting in front of a university building. The individual was identified
as a student. It was determined that the student was under the influence of
alcohol and unable to care for himself. The student was transported to Detox,

OCTOBER 10, 2010
Location: UNIVERSITY TERRACE APARTMENTS

OCTOBER 4, 2010
At approximately 2:52 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of the fraudu
lent use of a dining meal plan card. Upon investigation the suspect was iden
tified and the case has been referred to student affairs.

At 8 a.m. Public Safety cited a vehicle on campus which was in violation of
university parking regulations. While examining the vehicle, Public Safety
observed a machete on the backseat. Upon investigation the owner of the
vehicle was identified as a resident student, contacted and advised of the
university's parking policy as well as the university's weapons policy. The
machete was turned over the Public Safety.

OCTOBER 7, 2010

OCTOBER 10, 2010

Location: TU MERCADO

Location: KROC INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE

At 10:27 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. It was reported
that a laptop computer, battery pack and carrying case had been taken from
an unsecured desk in a student lounge area.

At approximately 6:30 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of the theft
of a laptop, monitor and mouse from an unsecured desk. Upon investigation
the theft was reported to have occurred at an unknown time prior to 11 a.m.

Location: STUDENT LIFE PAVILLION
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Crime rate
on campus
decreased
in 2009
By Bernadette Smith

Ancient money is
not so different
from today's
MONEY, continued from Front Page
artwork directly but rather uses it as a
means of barter exchange. His method
is to use Boggs notes instead of real
money to pay for any debt owed to an
establishment.
The numerical value of a Boggs
note is supposed to be equivalent to
real money, where a $10 Boggs note is
the same as a $10 U.S. banknote, and a
$100 Boggs note is the same as a $100
U.S. banknote. Through this method,
Boggs blends the line between art and
money claiming that they can be one in
the same. He is trying to make his audi
ence, or patrons, question what it is that
makes paper money have value in the
first place.
Within the realm of the art market,
Boggs notes can be sold for much more
than their face values. For example, a
$10 Boggs note can be sold for more
than $1,000. Papadopoulos used the
example of Boggs artwork to raise the
question of why money is so valuable
to us.
"My basic argument is that money,
art and value are irrevocably inter
twined," Papadopoulos said.
Papadopoulos went on to speak

about the history of coinage and its im
portance in understanding the symbols
that are placed on money. For centuries,
individual scraps of gold and silver
were weighed for their value and served
as a kind of monetary exchange. In this
type of bartering, art as subject matter is
irrelevant because the scraps were not
equalized or stamped. The significance
of the exchange stemmed from the ac
tual weight of the silver or gold. As a
result, ancient peoples would hoard sil
ver and gold because of their value.
Although other types of metals
were used in history as a means of ex
change, silver became the overall stan
dard. The necessity for scales to weigh
the silver increased, and many mer
chants found the practice to be very in
convenient. Coined money developed in
response. The earliest coins were made
out of Lydian and East Greek electrum,
but they did not circulate well because
people believed they were better put to
use as gifts for the gods.
The earliest of the Greek silver
coins were those of three Achaean colo
nies of Southern Italy, Sybaris, Kroton
and Metapontium. Kroton stamped a
tripod on their early coins, whereas
Sybaris stamped a bull. The bull is
recognized as one of the most endur

The latest edition of
the
Department of Public Safety's Annual
Security and Fire Safety Report is
now available to the USD community.
Detailing statistics from 2007 to 2009,
the report includes all crime and fireAlexandra Nelson/TheVista
related incidents that occurred on
From LEFT: USD Associate Professor and Department Chair of Art, Architecture and
campus and in off campus university
Art History, Can Bilsel; UCLA Professor of Classics, Sarah Morris; and UCLA Professor
affiliated sites. In accordance with the
of Archaeology and Classics, John Papadopoulos.
Clery Act of 1998, the report explains
university policies on everything from
ing symbols of prehistoric culture in money. On their coins, all of the colo
the security mission and values to
nies put artistic symbols that held great
Greece.
awareness programs like R.A.D., Rape
Metapontum,another ancientGreek cultural value.
Aggression Defense.
Papadopoulos noted that this prac
colony established after the Achaean
Within the 54-page document, the
colonies, also used coined money. They tice has continued into the contempo
crime statistic charts list occurrences
stamped barley on their coins because rary production of money. The U.S.
by year, location and type. 2007 was
it was an important nutritional compo dollar bill features artistic representa
a peak year for on-campus burglaries,
nent of the Metapontum diet, and also tions of democracy, such as the portrait
reported at 62 instances, as compared to
because barley itself was an indicator of of George Washington on the front and
55 in 2008 and 41 in 2009. The number
wealth. Acres of land were distributed an eagle holding an olive branch on the
of liquor law violations, however, was
to Metapontums based on the amount back.
highest in 2008, reported at 718 judicial
Currently, Papadopoulos is work
of barley they possessed.
referrals and nine arrests. Likewise,
ing
on
a two-volume publication of the
In
his
explanations
of
ancient
Greek
the number of drug-related arrests was
coinage, Papadopoulos highlighted a Early Iron Age material from the Athe
highest in 2008, with eight reports.
common theme in the development of nian Agora.
"We are pleased to see a decrease in
overall crime-related incidents reported
during calendar year 2009," said Larry
Barnett, Assistant Vice President for
Public Safety. For example, the rate of
sexual assaults decreased by 50 percent
of it," said senior Matt Lewis, now
good operational condition.
cent statistics reveal that San
between 2008 and 2009.
By Thomas Caughlin
Diego is truly one of the
According
to
San in his third year of commuting from
"We believe that our community
6, automobile the South Bay. "I drive from Chula
worst commuter cities
has greatly helped Public Safety in
(crating costs due Vista which takes me about 25 min
Commuter students traveling in the U.S. The fact j
creating a safe campus through their
to bad roadways utes without traffic. Some days are
involvement in timely reporting of from all areas of San Diego county that roadways are
reaches $654 per good, but on days when I hit traffic,
suspicious activities and specific safety face a similar dilemma every time in dismal shape
car annually. you have to anticipate the worst and
they get in the car: highly unpredict only adds fuel
concerns," Barnett said.
try not to get frustrated."
This figure
to a rapidly
Over the same three-year period, able traffic.
These poor road conditions are
takes
into
The
journey
to
campus
is
an
ob
only two fires were reported on campus,
similar to the conditions found in Cal
both in Founders Hall. The first incident stacle for many members of the stu
ifornia's other major cities like Los
involved a "cardboard tray discovered dent, faculty and staff population, as
Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland and
arriving
on
time
is
often
obstructed
by
smoldering in an oven," on Feb. 6,
San Jose. Because of the state's cur
2009. The second incident occurred San Diego's problematic freeways. In
rent economic troubles and looming
one month later on March 16, and terstate 5 and 805 are the main routes
budget deficits, street conditions
from
the
north
and
the
south,
and
involved "aluminum foil used in the
are likely to worsen amidst the
the 94 freeway and 1-8 are ma
microwave."
lack of targeted funding.
jor
access points from the
To ensure continued safety, each
Street conditions are
east
and
west.
These
four
campus building conducts two fire
not the only cause for
freeways
constitute
drills per year. No malfunctions of fire
San Diego's low
some of the
safety equipment were ever reported.
rankings.
Ac
bottlenecks
amone
A separate section of the document
cording to a re
deals with hate crime incidents. Three San Diego road
cent report by
incidents were documented in 2009, ways. According
CEOs for Cit
to
TotalEscape.
but none were documented in 2007
ies, San Diego
or 2008. All three incidents of 2009 com, the 1-5
is ranked 27th
involved vandalism of campus facilities and 805 merge
: for
jf?
worst traffic
and
the
1-8
through
in which gender bias, sexual orientation
IV among America's 51
bias or ethnic bias appeared to be the Mission Valley are
/ most populated metromotivating factors. The report notes, problematic areas that
J:
politan areas.
however, that in 2009 the Clery Act should be avoided when
In one attempt to aid
ever
possible.
Unfortunately
broadened its definition of hate crimes
transportation, the San Diego
to include acts of larceny, assault, for commuters, USD is
Association of Governments
intimidation
and
bias-motivated at a mid point between these
r plans to extend the light rail system
congested
areas.
vandalism.
through the Mid-Coast Corridor Tran
Even students traveling from
In terms of crimes involving
sit Project. The railway would extend
students off campus, the report explains Mission Beach and Pacific Beach find
north from the Old Town Transit Cen
themselves
in
bumper
to
bumper
traf
that SDPD has primary jurisdiction.
ter to the UCSD campus, loop around
According to the document, "The fic along Sea World Drive and the 1-5 gro
the 1-5, then continue south to end at
ing
close relationship between DPS and during rush hours.
a c c o u n t the Westfield University Towne Cen
Senior Taylor Caldwell drives to According
SDPD allows for SDPD officers to
repair costs, ter.
contact the university and provide campus from Mission Beach for her to data re
According to Sandag.org, the rail
tire
wear,
8 a.m. class, and often faces a major leased by TRIP, a
reports as appropriate and necessary."
way
extension would "connect corri
m
a
i
n
t
e
n
a
n
c
e
traffic
gridlock.
"Sea
World
Drive
at
national
transporta
For on campus situations that
dor
residents
with other Trolley lines
and
increased
fuel
7:45
a.m.
has
the
worst
traffic
imagin
tion
research
group,
the
require immediate action, DPS reserves
consumption as a fesult serving Mission Valley, South County
able. I love living by the beach, but I condition of San Diego's
the right to make a citizen's arrest.
and East County communities," and
of bad driving terrain.
According to the report, "Public dread my early morning commute to roads is ranked the eighth
help ease the pressures of San Diego
"Driving
to
USD
isn't
worst
in
the
nation,
with
only
school,"
she
said.
Safety officers are authorized and
) bad once you get the hang traffic.
This should be no surprise as re- 10 percent of major roadways in
directed to make a citizen's arrest of any
Natalie Kunstadter/TheVista
and all persons creating disturbances
against the general peace...DPS shall,
as promptly as possible and beforehand
if reasonable, notify SDPD to come and
render assistance."
to resemble the ancient Romans,
DPS has a total of 48 employees,
By Austin Campbell
raced their man-powered chariots
which the report claims "represent a
through a tricky course filled with
wide range of personnel demographics."
Hundreds
of
college
students
turns, roundabouts and sprints. Two
Of the 48, 24 employees are of
AUTO
around the San Diego area showed gladiators pulled each non-motor
Caucasian descent, six are of black/
up at JT's Pub and Grill on Saturday ized chariot, while the remaining
African-American descent, six are
to represent their university pride. teammate was elected as pilot of the
of Hispanic descent, six are of Asian
Home of the San Diego Red Bull craft, frequently taking the brunt of
descent and one is of Middle Eastern
Chariot Races, JT's hosted teams of any engineering malfunctions.
descent. The ethnicity of the remaining
The teams first competed in a
"Roman gladiators" from USD, San
five employees is not stated.
time
trial, as well as a test of structur
Diego
State
and
UCSD.
Students
The report also specifies how
watched as the teams literally pulled al engineering, to see if the chariots
to take advantage of the college cab
each other to victory, competing for could withstand the windy course.
program. Intended for students who
After a few slams and bruises, the
ultimate school supremacy.
find themselves in unsafe situations,
There were two teams from remaining teams battled it out headOrange Cab will provide transportation
USD, both suited up in togas. Pat to-head for true Roman victory.
back to campus. Call 619-291 -3333 and
Later in the night, celebrity guest
Castagna,
president of USD's Me
ask for the college cab service. Anyone
judges
arrived to add to the excite
chanical
Engineering
Club
and
who uses the service must pay a $10
Captain of Team ASME in the race, ment. World-renowned skier, Red
flat fee to the Cashier's Office within
personally recruited six members to Bull athlete and 2010 gold medal
two weeks of the cab ride.
represent USD. Many USD students ist Lindsey Vonn was in attendance,
In an effort to expand dialogue
were in attendance showing their showing her support of all the Red
about campus safety, DPS will be
support
for the teams' engineer Bull Chariot Race teams. Also in
hosting Coffee with the Chief, with
ing
and
racing
skills. Team ASME attendance was professional surfer
Chief Larry Barnett, every weekday
made
it
to
the
semi-finals
by racing and Red Bull athlete Jamie O'Brien,
morning from 8:30 to 9 a.m. in Hughes
a scooter-themed chariot. In the end who offered his competitive exper
144.
tise as head judge.
they were narrowly defeated.
The time is meant to serve as
In the end, it was Team America
"This
event
turned
out
to
be
open office hours where members of
from SDSU who emerged victorious
epic,"
Castagna
said.
"We
almost
the community can discuss security
made it to the finals but we lined up and won a trip to the Red Bull New
concerns and make suggestions, as
on
the outside lane and just could not Years No Limits. To cap off the fes
well as meet the DPS staff members
beat
our opponent to the first turn, tivities, competitors and spectators
and learn about DPS programs. No
alike attended the toga-style afterwhich
made them hard to pass."
Photos by Tom Nguyen
RSVP is required, but if you would like
party at JT's to celebrate a success
Beinning
at
8
p.m.
on
Oct.
9,
the
to make an appointment with the chief, ABOVE:The captain ofTeam America celebrates first place.
teams of three, dressed in togas made ful reenactment of ancient history.
BELOW:
Chariot
race
participants
fight
to
the
finish.
call 619-260-4712.

SD recognized for bad roads, worse traffic jams

SD universities race to the finish, Roman style
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Dear Meg Whitman,
Please be the employer you ask us to be
Gubernatorial candidate's personal life overshadows campaign's message
By Kendra Osburn
At the end of September it came to
light that gubernatorial candidate Meg
Whitman had employed and paid an il
legal immigrant. Nicandra Diaz Santillian reportedly worked for Whitman be
tween 2000 and 2009 as a housecleaner
and nanny. According to both parties,
"Nicky" came to Whitman in 2009 con
fessing her illegal status and was forced
to quit.
Due to her strong opposition to ille
gal immigration, Whitman and her cam
paign are doing their best to expunge
any bad press by airing Whitman's side
of the story alongside Diaz's more pub
licized accusations.
"After nine years of faithful ser
vice, Nicky came to us in June 2009 and
confessed that she was an illegal work
er," Meg Whitman's statement said. "As
required by law, once we learned that
she was an illegal worker, I immediately
terminated Nicky's employment."
In addition to releasing an extend
ed statement, the campaign publicized a
timeline of the events surrounding the
house worker's hiring and subsequent
firing. In this timeline, the campaign
highlighted how Diaz filled out all of the
necessary documents, including a stan
dard application with an extensive his
tory of past employers.
With the election less than a month
away, it is crucial that Whitman and
her campaign play the victim card, as it
would look pretty bad to have the wom
an championing "tough, common-sense
immigration reform" for California, hir
ing an illegal worker.
"We need to build an 'Economic
Fence,"' Whitman says on her website.
"[And] hold employers accountable for
following the law. We are never going to
solve the problem of illegal immigration
as long as there is a strong demand for
undocumented labor."
Here it would be interesting to see
how Whitman would hold up against her
own proposed plan of action. If she is
expecting employers to be accountable
to the law, then she should be the model
employer. In addition to her falsified
paperwork, Diaz came to the Whitman
home with a full list of past employers.
As an employer, it is irresponsible to hire
someone without checking references.
As a mother, it is unconscionable to hire
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someone to watch
your children without a
working knowledge of the
possible candidate's past
history. On top of that, the
federal agency said that they
started sending letters in April of
2003 because the Social Security
number that Diaz provided to Whitman
didn't match her name, but Whitman
claims to have never seen any letters.
While Diaz can be held responsible for
falsifying her documents, Whitman can
equally be held responsible for not be
ing the employer that she is calling all
Californians to be.
At the end of the day, Whitman is
human, just like the rest of us Califor
nians. If it is true that Whitman was given
falsified documentation, then she cannot
(legally) be held responsible for hiring

Growing a love
for gardening

By Bianca Bruno
I have always enjoyed shopping
for food. There is something about it
that is happy, easy and mindless. My
favorite place to shop for food has al
ways been the farmers market.
However, it was my love of all
things fresh and local that sent me from
the farmers market into my own back
yard. After viewing the documentary
"Food Inc." last year, I was motivated
to eat as local as possible, which meant
starting my own vegetable garden. So
last spring, my mom had a big raised
vegetable bed built on the side of the
house and as soon as I moved home for
the summer we planted our first f^ullfledged garden.
My garden became the summer
project that I was most proud and pas
sionate about. I educated myself on
how to grow vegetables organically
and which vegetables would grow best
in my climate zone (shout out to zone
24). I began following gardening blogs
and printing out recipes online because
Lord knows I needed something to do
with all those damn zucchini. Accord
ing to my friends and family I might
have become a bit obsessive, but I like
to think I was just doing my part to
make this planet a better place.
I didn't realize it for a while, but
the reason I loved to garden wasn't just
about growing my own food. Garden
ing was a stress-reliever for me, which,
since I wasn't all that stressed over the
summer, I didn't "realize until I went
back to school and had serious garden
ing withdrawals. Pruning my tomatoes
or picking basil leaves for supper was
how I, as tacky as it sounds, became
one with nature.
After going through the trials and
tribulations it takes to get to the har
vesting stage, you are proud that your

vegetables managed to withstand the
odds and make it to the dinner table.
It never ceases to amaze me that you
can plant a seed in the ground, give it
water, sunlight and some tender loving
care, and it will grow into this incred
ible vegetable with health benefits that
are out of this world.
After going through this process
for a few months, I developed a real
appreciation for what the farmers at
the farmers markets do. They grow the
very thing in this world that sustains
us. Most people do not know how to
grow their own food, and if it weren't
for these hardworking, dedicated in
dividuals, where would be? Shopping
at a 7-11 living off of processed crap I
wouldn't even feed my goldfish, that is
where we'd be.
This past weekend I had the op
portunity to participate in a worldwide
day of community service on 10/10/10.
The event was created in order to bring
attention to the carbon emission prob
lem and general exhaustion of all our
planet's resources.
At USD, volunteers worked on
fixing up trails and elementary schools,
and, in my case, planting an organic
garden. This project was sort of a way
my gardening/eating local endeavor
had come full circle. While I had ini
tially become involved with the eating
local movement because of my love of
all things farmers market, after a sum
mer of growing, cooking and eating
my own food, here I was embarking on
another challenge with people from all
walks of life.
At the event, everyone from sea
soned veterans who knew how to make
worm tea to first time gardeners who
had never so much as dug a hole in the
ground, participated in the planting.
Regardless of our previous gardening
experience, there we all were, in the
mild San Diego climate doing our part
to improve the health of our planet as
well as ourselves.
This event was a true testament to
the USD spirit and the commitment our
institution has made toward making the
world a better place. This is by far one
of the reasons I am most proud to go
to this school, and by the looks of all
those who participated this past week
end, all of you are proud too.

an illegal worker. How
ever, in addition to neglecting to
be a responsible employer, Whitman can
be held responsible for the treatment and
exploitation of a worker, someone whom
she considers to be a "member of her ex
tended family." Of course she, falling
victim to this herself, could recognize
how unrealistic her platform is and ex
tend amnesty to the woman who babysat
her children and washed her dirty under
wear for nine years. But as Whitman's
website touts, "Meg is 100 percent op
posed to any form of amnesty"
At the end of the day, Diaz is a hu

man too, re
gardless of her
/
"illegal" sta
tus. According
to Diaz, over the
nine-year period
that she worked,
cleaned and nannied for
the Whitman family, the Whitmans un
derpaid and underappreciated her.
"I cannot help you," Whitman said
to Diaz when the housekeeper confessed
her illegal status according to the Los
Angeles Times. "Don't say anything to
my children. I will tell them you already
have a new job and are going to school.
From now on you don't know me and
I don't know you. You have never seen
me, and I have never seen you. Do you
understand me?"
Regardless of the possible threat

Diaz posed to Whitman's campaign,
it is unacceptable to treat a person
whom Whitman has repeatedly called a
"friend" and "member of her extended
family" with such disregard.
While she has promised the more
conservative side of her party that she
will be "tough as nails" on illegal immi
gration, Whitman has erected billboards
in Latino neighborhoods showing off
her opposition to Arizona's SB 1070.
"Pitting Whitman against a Latina
who says she was badly treated could
undermine the candidate's extensive
outreach efforts to Latino voters, a seg
ment of the electorate critical to win
ning," The Los Angeles Times said.
At this point it is only appropriate
to wonder if her billboards are in Eng
lish or Spanish (the default language of
many of these "Latino neighborhoods").
After visiting Whitman's website and
seeing that part of her illegal immigra
tion platform includes defending Prop.
227, it's clear that Whitman would not
be dimwitted enough to erect billboards
in Spanish.
"Meg is opposed to bi-lingual edu
cation," the platform page says. "Eng
lish is America's national language. Im
migrants should be required to learn it
as part of obtaining legal status in our
country."
It's interesting that Whitman is si
multaneously attempting to appeal to,
and whitewash, an entire community of
Californians. Even more interesting is
her ignorance of the benefits of a bi-lin
gual education, for both native English
speakers and non-native English speak
ers. By opposing bi-lingual education,
Whitman is forcing one of the many cul
tures in America's melting pot to aban
don their language, while concurrently
depriving native English speakers the
opportunity to be bi-lingual.
If Whitman herself cannot follow
her own proposed policies, how are the
36,961,650 non-billionaire members of
California supposed to follow them?
Even more important to consider is
Whitman's treatment of the woman she
spent nine years employing. If the way
Whitman paid and treated someone that
she considered to be "part of her family"
is at all indicative of how she intends to
treat (both financially
and otherwise)
California, we should be very worried.

USD's bulletin board:
the sidewalk

Postings' and fliers' protocol goes over the top
By Sarah Jorgensen
When I go to visit friends at other
universities, I don't need to look on the
ground to know what's going on around
campus. Signs and flyers abound on the
walls of the dining halls, dorms, and
student lounges.
Here at USD, conversely, the Stu
dent Life Pavilion shows little sign of
student life. Although there are a few
signs for some of the larger student
events next to the Student Involvement
and Information desk, there are no fly
ers like the types I have observed else
where. Instead, you have to keep your
eyes focused on the ground as you walk
from class to class in order to find out
more about student ideas and events.
I can understand why USD would
want to preserve the architectural integ
rity of our beautiful campus and build
ings and its image as an ecologically
conscious university, but I think the
administration's list of "Protocols and
Standards for Campus Signs and Post
ings" (which can be found at sandiego.
edu/udesign/signage.php) goes a little
too far in trying to exert this control.
The rule concerning administra
tive approval for all signs is a bit too
much. The rule, according to the offi
cial protocol, reads, "Posted materials
must include the name of the sponsor
ing organization or department and dis
play a stamp indicating that they have
been approved for posting by the ap
propriate dean or vice president or des
ignees." This bureaucratic red tape cer
tainly defers many students or groups
from even attempting to make flyers.
Many flyers, because of the administra
tive tasks necessary, do not get posted
on time and that late notice may defer
people from attending campus events.
We are adults. I would hope that
the students here would be able to dis
cern what is appropriate to post around
campus and what is not. Though I do
agree that offensive signs should be
prohibited, I have to wonder why sim
ple flyers advertising bake sales can't
be posted around school without ap
proval .
Perhaps the most troubling of the
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rules is the list of places where you
may not post any signage. "Postings
are not allowed on buildings, walls,
doors, windows, display cases, furnish
ings, fQuntains, fences, trees, poles,
cars, permanent signage, or any other
architectural feature," the protocol says.
The only exception to this rule is that
some posters "are allowed on bulletin
boards with the approval of appropriate
departments and administrators."
However, 1 have found this is not
completely true. I have seen posters
from USD services posted on walls
and on doors before. So, really, it is the
student groups that lose out as a result
of this rule.
For a school that encourages a
community feeling on campus, it seems
unusual that students are, in this way,
not allowed to make the campus re
ally feel like their own. I do understand
the prohibitions on posters near sacred
spaces like Founders Chapel, and even
in academic buildings since those spac
es are utilized by far more people than
just students. However, is there a good

reason why flyers can't be hung in
Aromas, the SLP, student lounges and
other communal student areas? Some
times, when I walk into the SLP, it feels
more like a restaurant than a place for
students to congregate.
I'm not saying that we should de
face our school's buildings with tape
and staplers or that we should stop the
USD tradition of taping our flyers to
the sidewalks. What if we had more
bulletin boards in student common ar
eas? What if there were large bulletin
boards in Aromas or the SLP designat
ed for student flyers?
I don't think that the university's
policies are ill intentioned. Perhaps, in
the past, people have violated the trust
of the school with the content of their
flyers. I just ask that we have more areas
for student self-expression and adver
tising for student sponsored activities.
With an improved outlet for students
to publicize their events, I think there
could be a change in the way of life
at USD. At the very least, fewer eyes
would stare at the ground.
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Greek life could bid Vegas adieu
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By Christopher Helali

Documents and correspondences
revealed from various sources point to
a move within the Greek Life Office
and the Office of Student Affairs to
constrict social events for fraternities
and sororities on campus. These draconian actions seek to end the formals
that have been a hallmark and staple
of the Greek Community for decades.
In an e-mail correspondence from
administrative officials to leaders and
advisors of the Greek community,
the message revealed a proposed ad
ditional policy that has been put forth
by university officials for placement
in the Greek guidelines:
II.A.6: "Chapters may not spon
sor events more than 25 miles from
the USD campus without prior ap
proval from the Director of Student
Organizations and Greek Life or his/
her designee. In order for approval to
be given, the chapter must meet all
terms of the USD Travel Guidelines
(see Section II, H, below). Social
events, especially those with alcohol
present, may not be held more than 25
miles from campus."
The rationale, according to Uni
versity officials is as follows: "The
increased risk of traveling out of town
for formals, without advisory support
and assistance in the event of an emer
gency, has become too great."
Hold on. So you are telling us
that just now it has occurred to you,
the "omnipotent" administration, that
there are risks involved with having
formals out of town? Thank you very
much for your astute observation.
I cannot fathom why this issue is
urgent and of great concern to the uni
versity today. There have been very
few isolated incidents in the history
of formals outside San Diego County,
yet the rationale continues: "The li
ability of a 'weekend' event, with
only 1 [one] structured event [formal
dance/dinner] during the fraternitysponsored weekend is beyond what
we can manage from a risk perspec
tive."
One event in a weekend is beyond
what can be managed from a risk per
spective? I did not know we wreaked
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mayhem and chaos of such magnitude
that is beyond risk management.
In an interview with student of
ficials who have been meeting with
administration over this issue, some
headway has been made. Administra
tion has brought the issue back to the
Interfraternity and Panhellenic coun
cils to be discussed with the hopes
of reaching a compromise and a final
resolution.
Yet, the push for this new addi
tion to the Greek guidelines is com
ing from higher-level administration
officials. Some have suggested that

the talks are a mere smoke screen, and
that administration will push its agen
da regardless of the student outcry. In
either case, I guarantee that members
of Greek life will still go to Vegas or
other locales regardless of what the
administration decides. This adminis
tration's maximalist tactics will be un
dermined by the will of the students.
To the esteemed administration
officials, while in Vegas I enjoy going
to Cirque Du Soleil, eating a delicious
brunch at the Bellagio, enjoying the
sights and sounds of a internationally
renowned city and delighting in the

Student-owned pets present
more problems than pleasure

company of fine ladies and gentlemen.
I did not know this posed a threat from
a risk management perspective.
What is next? The University of
San Diego Patriot Act. I mean, come
on. What would you like us to do?
I remembered arriving at college
ready to be an independent adult, leav
ing mom and dad at home thousands
of miles away. This barrage of rules
and regulations reveals the nature of
an administration bent on protect
ing itself rather than helping students
safely enjoy the best years of their
lives.

This further reveals that the ad
ministration is out of touch with the
students whom they are here to pro
vide for. Without us, they would be
unemployed. We must rise up and tell
the administration that this is unjust.
After a semester of laborious studying
and work, we deserve the opportunity
to celebrate and enjoy the fruit of life
and nectar of the gods in the paradise
that is Las Vegas.
Shakespeare put it brilliantly
when he wrote in Julius Caesar: "Cry
'Havoc1.', and let slip the dogs of
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Natalie Kunstadter/The Vista

By Lauren Millslagle
Sure you miss your dog back, home but
now that you live off campus you can get a furry
little friend. But as I have seen first hand, own
ing a pet in college is usually more stressful than
soothing. Before picking out a new four-legged
roommate, please consider the following.
Animals like stability. Dogs,especially, like
to have a routine. They like to know when they
are going to go for a walk and when they are
going to get fed. They like to have a schedule
of when they are going out and what time they
are going to bed. Cats are less worried about a
routine, but most would prefer seeing the same
people every day and living at one place. Col
lege is often the least stable time of your life.
Class schedules that alternate days, group proj
ects, finals, weekend partying, finals and part
time jobs make it almost impossible to have a
personal consistent routine, let alone one that a
pet could follow.
Aside from stability, animals need your
time and patience. Again, this moreso applies
to dogs. A dog will need you to walk him, train
him, and socialize him so that he does not de
velop bad (destructive) habits. Cats too need
to spend time with their owners, as most like
to snuggle and play. Aside from direct interac
tion with your pet, owning a pet means put time
aside to clean the litterbox or scoop poop. Are
you ready to skip class to take Fido to the vet if
he accidentally eats your adderall?
Pets need a safe environment. Animals and
partying can be a fatal match. Dogs and cats are
dependent on you for their welfare. Most par
ties mean alcohol and while we have all heard
of someone getting their animal drunk and how

funny it is, keep in mind that animals do not
process alcohol the same way that humans do.
Wine is especially harmful to dogs as grapes
are toxic to canines. While many people testify
that their dog always gets a beer because "he
wants one", please consider that you would
not give a beer to a baby so don't give your
dog a daiquiri, even if he begs. Even if you are
strict about keeping alcohol away from your
pets, spilled drinks and guests may still pose
a threat.
Before getting a pet check your bank ac
count. The normal maintenance of keeping a
pet is not cheap. Food, toys, collars, bedding,
and other supplies can get pricey quickly. Your
pet will also need flea, tick, and heartworm
preventative medicine. Fleas love the beach
climate and can easily get out of hand if you
aren't diligent about applying the correct flea
medication. If they do get out of control, the
only option is to get your house sprayed by a
professional, and it can be expensive. Aside
from general upkeep, accidents and emergen
cies happen and veterinary care, especially
if not budgeted for, can drain your bank ac
count.
Unwanted animals are often euthanized.
The San Diego Animal Shelter gets around
20 cats a day and is almost always at capacity
with animals. Bringing your pet to the animal
shelter can be his death sentence. If you do de
cide to get a pet, and can no longer care for it,
the options are bleak. Dogs and cats can readapt to a new home and family, but if you are
having a friend in college take your pet then
that pet is only going from one unstable home
to another. Instability can cause behavioral is
sues and sadly, aggression can be one of these
problems.

Tuesday, October 19th 2010, at 12:50 pm
or at 7:50 pro, DC Forum A
Come learn about important Formal
Recruitment information!
Check out www.sandiego.edu/panheiienic or
our Facebook Croup 'W
Panhellenic Formal
Recruitment 2011"
Contact usdvpmembership@gmail.com or University
osdavpmembership^gmail.com with 0/ SbD.DiCgO
GREEK LIFE
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OPINION

University of Satirical
Discourse

Bv Brent Tuttle

In case any of The Vista's 10,000
plus readers missed it, last week your
essential on campus publication was
featured on the Alt Report, which is
a subsidiary of the blog conglomerate
Hipster Runoff. In weeks prior, The
Vista interviewed Passion Pit drum
mer Nate Donmoyer after he head
lined USDs first successful on cam
pus rave, complete with carnival rides,
light shows and pacifiers donated by
Planned Parenthood.
During the interview, Nate of Pas
sion Pit and The Vista staff analyzed
the ongoing struggles within the Hip
ster Runoff organization to produce a
relevant and high quality product that
was worth reading. Numerous "alterna
tive" think tanks have asserted that, in
light of recent economic data, upcom
ing mid term elections and increas
ingly strict government regulations,
Hipster Runoff CEO Carles, may have
outsourced their work force to a less
relevant place than the hipster havens
of Los Angeles or Brooklyn, in turn
transforming their brand and company
into a post-relevant organization.
The following is a prime example.
Hipster Runoff published the story
about Nate Donomoyer's interview
with The Vista almost five blog years
past its original publication date. In
fact, a newer issue of The Vista was
already on shelves around campus,
making the reporting quality and the

integrity of the Alt Report and Hipster
Runoff totally archaic compared to
their past standards.
With Hipster Runoff's writing in
a serious recession (and without any
additional stimulus) certain skeptics
are forecasting that the blog is now a
multinational corporate conspiracy to
persuade "alternative" young people
to intuitively buy products.
From the surface, it appears HRO
(initials for Hipster Runoff) practices
a new age hybrid business strategy
known as reverse psychological push
marketing. Hipster Runoffs staff were
once a maverick force known for dis
covering new and rising musical acts,
sodomizing their personal brand im
ages, and then subsequently attracting
large corporations who strongly felt
that these "indie" acts would assimi
late well with their current product
line (Volkswagen, NFL, Blackberry
phones, etc.).
Within the blogosphere, hipsters
are known to be high school educated
intellectuals. Most appear to envy the
life of Benajmin Button as they all
pick up infantile hobbies and interests
as they grow older in age. Many con
sider themselves a new age alternative
to the Hell's Angels, as they have cho
sen to rebel against society and join
eco friendly biker gangs, hitting the
town with satchels of hummus and
bikes without brakes.
Many hipsters are also passionate
about global alternative issues. They
become full time activists for causes

they are only subconsciously aware
of. The classic example is when the
naturally fashionable hipster wears a
wool knit beanie as the sun is blazing
down on his relevant setting, all in an
effort to raise awareness about trapped
greenhouse gasses eating away at our
atmosphere.
As the success and expansion of
Hipster Runoff became apparent, read
ers saw a direct decline in the quality
of Hipster Runoff's blog posts. Cul
turally relevant hipsters just weren't
connecting to the mainstream material
being analyzed. We saw Carles or his
replacement, become annoying, out
of touch and often times insecure; a
Glenn Beck type critic for a semi-indie
sphere culture.
HRO has unquestionably shifted
its target market to please a wider and
less pertinent gathering of consumers
which markets will react to with un
certainty. In comparison to other in
tellectual entertainment publications,
such as TMZ, National Enquirer and
US Weekly, Hipster Runoff's competi
tive advantage was once "alternative"
passion, wit and relevance targeted to
wards an organic fan base. However,
now, Carles seems to have cut himself
a hefty paycheck and let a team of un
inspiring half wits accompanied by a
tsunami of lame duck advertisers take
the reigns.
The future of the company remains
uncertain, but without a resurgence
of intellectual capital in the writings,
chapter 11 is imminent.

Lori Millsagle /The Vista

THE VISTA

Letters to the Editor Policy
The Vista strongly encourages letters to the editor from students,
faculty, staff, administration and the community.
Correspondence should be sent to kosburn@usdvista.com
with the subject line "Letter to the Editor."
Submissions must be limited to 300 words and include verifiable
contact information.
Letter content will not be edited for clarity, style or grammar in
order to preserve its authenticity.

The Vista does not publish anonymous letters, those addressed to
iy>
a third party or letters in poor taste.
^
We look forward to hearing from you.
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Vaccines essential for
overall public welfare
By Michael Lu
The Huffington Post has reported
that California and South Carolina are
currently experiencing a whooping
cough epidemic with cases that have
exceeded the "epidemic threshold."
According to the Mayo Clinic, whoop
ing cough, or pertussis, is a highly con
tagious bacterial disease that causes
uncontrollable and violent cough.
In California, over 4,017 cases of
whooping cough have been accounted
for with an overall total of 11,466 cases
nationwide. There have been six deaths
that have been determined as a result of
whooping cough-all infants.
These tidbits of information have
convinced me to repress my uneasiness
over needles and endure a slight twinge
of pain for a few seconds in order to
curb future exposure. Nevertheless,
there has been some hesitation and in
decision on the part of many to receive
a vaccination.
The confirmed cases of whooping
cough have jumped almost 20 percent
in California within a week. Babies
are the most susceptible to serious or
fatal complications, which can develop
rapidly, often with no coughing symp
toms. This prompted Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger to sign legislation last
week that will require grades seven
through 12 to get a booster shot in the
beginning of fall 2011.
Conversely, an increasing number
of families have refrained from getting
vaccinations due to concerns centered
around autism. Since scientists have
speculated that getting vaccinated
could be linked to acquiring autism,
many parents are willing to risk expos
ing their children to whooping cough
in order to prevent them from becom
ing autistic. Still, a federal ruling in
March confirmed there was no connec
tion between autism and thimerosal, a
preservative containing mercury that
has been at the forefront of an ongo

ing debate between the vaccination and
autism.
In the past, flu vaccinations have
often targeted immune-compromised
populations such as the elderly but
now, it has become imperative for all
age groups. This year's influenza vac
cine, Trivalent, will protect against
the H1N1 virus, along with two other
strains of whooping cough. 1.8 million
free vaccinations statewide will be pro
vided through the Vaccines for Chil
dren Program, and another 800,000 free
doses will be distributed to local health
departments. The activity in clinics and
hospitals in and around California will
undoubtedly rise through this autumn
and winter season.
Even with the United States tan
gled in countless issues, such as the
economic recovery process, the appall
ing poverty rate and the wars in Af
ghanistan and Iraq, our health should
be considered one of the most essential
components for the survival of the hu
man race.
The question now is, are shots a
necessary evil? The pros and cons from
this debate have been deliberated for
years without a sensible resolution.
From my perspective, there are count
less unknowns and variables that can
single-handedly alter our lives for bet
ter or worse. Regardless of religious af
filiation or non-affiliation, the life that
we have been endowed with should be
celebrated and cherished. The constant
haggling over potential infections or
symptoms arising from a shot should
be placed aside and be replaced with
the beauty and tranquility of life. If a
shot will ensure that your life will be
protected and safeguarded against dis
eases and epidemics, then those risks
that have often been misconstrued on
TV and the Internet should be taken.
As The Strokes say, "you only live
once." We've heard this chiche our en
tire lives but, we have yet to grasp its
full meaning.
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There's nothing passive about aggression
Be, aggressive, be be aggressive
It's Thursday. Your roommate ate macaroni and cheese last Friday. For the past six
days, the cheese-covered bowl has sat in the sink, curdling into mold and turning into
a fruit fly feastival. You run into your roommate over toothpaste in the bathroom a few
minutes after almost up-chucking your breakfast post mac and cheese mold sighting. You
A. tell your roommate that he/she is gross and that if they don't clean up the
kitchen right now, you, like the mac and cheese, will sprout legs and get
the heck out of the house, B. mumble something mid-brushing about
the "new visitors" in the kitchen, or C. ignore your roommate giving
him/her dirty looks and making snide side comments about his/her
hygiene with the hopes that he/she can take a hint and clean the
cheese.
If you answered A, B or C above, you quite possibly could be
considered "passive aggressive."
Passive aggressive is defined by Webster's Dictionary as,
"being, marked by, or displaying behavior characterized by the
expression of negative feelings, resentment, and aggression in
an unassertive passive way (as through procrastination and stub
bornness)." Here on the USD campus, we experience such be
haviors on a daily basis.
Many of our encounters with this kind of behavior may be
the result of a bad roommate. Most of us have had one, or will
have one, some time in our life.You know, the roommate who
acts like nothing is wrong, but then, out of no where, blows up
in your face or writes you a nasty note and sticks it to your door.

expressing anger or pet peeves that may have occurred weeks before. Bernadette Smith, News
Editor, dealt with a similar situation. "My old roommate was the definition of passive aggres
sive. We had been living together for 6 months and one day, when I opened the fridge I discov
ered that she had taken my food out of my regular drawers, put her food in my old drawers and
then individually labeled them with her name and never mentioned it."
Before college roommates, we lived with our parents who apparently didn't
leave their passive aggressive tendencies (hopefully it's not hereditary) in the
'60s like they should have. Remember back in high school, when you had
been out the night before, a little past curfew, maybe had a little too much to
drink, but were responsibly driven home by a friend? Luckily, you were able
to sneak back into the house without your parents knowing that you had been
out later than you should have. In the morning, your parents have never been
chattier. They want to talk about politics, what you were doing last night, who
you were with and all while throwing potential breakfast ideas your way.
They clearly knew you were not in the best state and that all the breakfast
suggestions were making you nauseous, but they didn't want to confront you
about the situation.
Unlike a fine wine, apparently passive aggressiveness doesn't get better
with time. Here we are, past the awkward head-gear years with half a col
lege majoring in "Communication" and still we have people taking the low
road, making snide, snarky comments instead of being forthright.
Put your passive aggressive side to rest and take the high road. If you can't
beat 'em, write for 'em. Please, speak your mind. But please, know what you're
talking about.
Kelsey Perry /TheVista

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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There isn't any doubt that we could not do the job at all in a free society
without a very, very active press."
-John F. Kennedy

USD financial aid cuts back Privacy is paramount
Upperclasmen need overlooked\
yet freshmen receive appropriate awards
BY Nazin Sedehi

paperwork or the hiring process within
specified deadlines." There are also
rules regarding student behavior that
students agree to abide by when ac
cepting an on-campus job, which may
lead to removal from the program. For
the most part, however, the work-study
program is supposed to be a stable
source of aid for students.
This year, one big issue that arose
was the several upperclassmen that
have had their work-study aid revoked.
This trend does not seem to follow the
reasons stated above for why changes
to the worker's eligibility may have
occured. These same positions were
given then to the incoming freshman.
The money expected from this source
of aid now seems unsure and volatile.
Perhaps next year, these rewards could
once again be recycled too soon to be
given to the class of 2015.
Even within the freshman class,
too many offers were made, making
a work-study job incredibly competi
tive, and leaving many freshmen with
out jobs (HUH). Clearly, these awards
are being used as incentives by the fi
nancial aid office to increase the yield
(students who say "yes" to their offers
of admission) while assuming that up
perclassmen are less likely to leave
USD.

Numerous freshmen, including
yours truly, were awarded work-study
as a part of their financial aid packag
es. Financial aid is a heavily weighted
factor for many potential students
when deciding which college to at
tend. However, what we did not con
sider was the possibility that this aid
may have been taken away from upperclassmen. Given that only those el
igible for work-study are students who
have demonstrated financial need, the
income that comes from this employ
ment is heavily depended upon by the
students.
It is true that students need to re
apply every year for financial aid and
USD does warn of the possibility of
the change in a student's award in the
guide for student employees.
"During the year, several situa
tions can occur resulting in a change
to a student's Federal Work-Study eli
gibility. The amount awarded can in
crease, decrease, or be revoked by the
Office of Financial Aid (OFA)," the
guide says.
It goes on to explain two com
mon reasons for a potential change
in an award. The first one being that
"new information is submitted to the
OFA causing a change in the student's
federal aid eligibility," and the second
concerning the "failure to complete all

It is, after all, more difficult for
juniors and seniors to transfer to an
other educational institution than it is
for underclassmen. It appears to be a
win-win situation for the university,
but one that could lead to resentment
from within the student body if this
practice continues. One goal of the Of
fice of Financial Aid is "to ensure good
stewardship of financial aid funds," a
goal which the financial aid office may
have gotten further from reaching due
to this unfair allocation of work-study
jobs.
Over time, USD may build a repu
tation for a work-study program that
lacks credibility and dependability.
There may even be a point in which
receiving work-study would be the
equivalent of working a temporary
job, along with the hope of being able
to find another temporary job the fol
lowing year. This is definitely not how
work-study students should feel. The
Office of Financial-Aid should be more
considerate of this issue come January
when students begin reapplying for aid
for next year and financial aid packag
es are put together for newly accepted
students.
A certain loyalty should be ex
pected in regards to returning students
who have already chosen USD.
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Natalie Kunstadter/The Vista
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for LGBTQ students
from an outsider's perspective, they
could be sentenced to up to ten years
jail time. It seems highly probable that
On Sept. 22,2010, an 18-year-old they will both be charged with two ac
freshman at Rutgers University took a counts on invasion of privacy accord
fatal jump off the George Washington ing to CBS News.
Suicides are the second leading
Bridge. Tyler Clementi was having a
private homosexual encounter in his cause of death on college campuses and
freshman dorm room while his room out of all students who commit suicide,
mate secretly videotaped a live web 30 percent are lesbian, gay, bisexual,
cam image onto the Internet. After the transgender or questioning their orien
tation, according to John Shore of The
incident, Clementi ended his life.
The evidence authorities have Huffington Post.
The most accepted estimate of the
other than the video is a "Tweet" by
population
of LGBTQ in the United
Dharvan Ravi, dementi's roommate,
stating that his intentions were to catch States is between five and ten percent.
Clementi on video. His first tweet Thirty percent is way too high. If there
statement stated, "Saw him making out were no malevolent accusations, hate
with a dude, Yay." Ravi knew what was crimes, societal exclusions or other
happening and continued to stream the contributing factors then this number
could drop.
video on
to the Internet.
Rising
Cle
Rising support for lesbian and support for
m e n t i
• 1
11 i
X- 11
j
lesbian and
and his
gay rights will hopefully reduce gay rights
partner should
have had the
these ridiculous accusations
Th o 1p 1e -1
y
y
right to pri
and prejudices.
fully
vacy.
Two
r e d u c e
days went by
and Clementi had asked his roommate these ridiculous accusations and preju
again to have the room to himself for a dices.
The community should forbid
period of the night. The childish Ravi
promiscuous
gossip undertaken by
could not help but remain seemingly
oblivious to his roommate's private the people who see homosexuality as
behavior. Ravi streamed another video taboo to our society. The bullying and
and the following day, Sept. 22nd, was immature accusations should be ad
the day that authorities found dem dressed not only by the gay community
enti's ID left on George Washington but also by the human community as
Bridge. Clementi's Facebook state a whole. Light will be shed upon the
ment remains, "Jumping off the gw problem and hopefully such lifestyles
will soon be widely accepted.
bridge sorry."
It is sad that it takes an event like
Online private invasions occur ev
ery day. In this documented world we the suicide of a freshman student in
live in now, things cannot be ignored college for this issue to be given recog
or kept private as they used to be. With nition. However, this event will trigger
several social network options, there is the action that is needed to be taken and
an overwhelming audience that is ac addressed, to be well aware of Internet
cessible and this could have added to bullying.
Clementi could not take the sothe humililation Clementi felt.
One of the charged students, called "shame" that he thought he was
18-year-old Molly Wei, is currently going to endure when the immature
pleading innocent and both Wei and idiot, Ravi, outed him on the inter
Ravi have not yet spoken to authorities. net. Ravi will never be able to out live
Ravi viewed his secret camera from this. He is an example of what happens
when people are ignorant to the diver
Wei's room. If they are charged with
a hate crime, which seems appropriate sity in our society.

By Beau Seguin
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MECHANICAL
BULL RIDING
INSTRUCTION
WITH THE
CURRENT
DOUBLE
DEUCE
RECORD
HOLDER;
ALEX
BONIFER.
CALL
818-653-4301
TO LEARN
HOW TO BUCK
ROBOTIC
BRONCOS
LIKE A PRO.

5175 Linda Vista Road
San Diego, CA 92110

(619) 272-0022
www.zpizza.com
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Artisan, natural, organic
pizza, salads, pasta
& sandwiches

CAMPUS
DELIVERY
Delivery available daily after 5 p.m.
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SNOOP BLOGGY BLOG

Have you ever heard the phrase, "think before you speak' ?
In these technologically advanced times, with communication available at literally every civilian's fingertips,
the phrase would be most aptly rewritten, "think before you blog. Virtually anyone can start a blog
and give Internet readers insight into their innermost thoughts and feelings. Blogs allow the writer who has
been discouraged from applying to The New York Times the freedom to break his or her own stories.
Blogs allow the hipster to share his or her plethora of undiscovered artists with the world. Blogs allow the
underappreciated fashionista to showcase her talents so the
fashionably challenged can emulate them. Thus, unsung heroes are born.
Lifestyles, music and food are three areas that reign supreme in the blogosphere.
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I find it hard to believe that there are people who don't like music,
an art form that is literally everywhere. Music sets the scene for films and
TV shows; it helps to prevent (or Increase the likelihood of) road rage; it
creates background noise for both pleasant and unpleasant memories and
it can either help you pay attention or totally distract you when necessary.
Essentially, music can be whatever you want it to be, and this is why many
people base their lives around it. Fnter music blogs. the perfect way to
devote your life to music, besides actually playing it yourself.
Those who can't do, teach. Thus, those who can't play music, write
about music and all that accompanies the notes and rhythms that make it
up. Music blogs are about more than just how cool a song is. They focus on
the musicians themselves, as well as the album artwork, the accompanying
music video and the musicians' latest tour dates. Blogs direct their energy
towards sharing music with readers, hence links to mp3s, music videos and
MySpace pages. If it sounds like a lot of info for a blog post, it is. but it's all
for the benefit of the readers who are dying to read about something other
than the popular bands featured in Rolling Stone magazine.
There are as many music blogs on the Internet as there are stars in the
sky, thus I have decided to feature the blogs I reference most when trying
to get my daily music fix. A good music blog is comprised of articles on
multiple genres of music and features both known and unknown musi
cians. A good music blog also contains links to photo albums, music videos
and downloadable mp3s. Based on my research. I have discovered that a
good music blog must also reference other music blogs and have a healthy
"sharing" relationship with them. If every music blog were to try and be
original, the quality of music discovered would probably lessen. I believe
that this is why Altered Zones is currently the most efficient and interesting
music blog on the net.
Altered Zones (alteredzones.com) is the best of the best when it comes
to music blogs, an opinion of mine that has nothing to do with its connec
tion to Pitchfork.com. as the two sites are entirely different. Qualities of
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this blog that make it a perfect example of what a music blog should be
are as follows: using Vimeo videos as opposed to YouTube, having an ac
cumulation of posts from different contributors and writers (all of which
have or work for another blog), focusing on music that readers would never
hear on the radio or sec performed at a huge venue named after a mobile
phone company and, finally, having an appealing layout. This last point is
why we used a screenshot of Altered Zones to frame this article. While you
won't find an article about any artist on the Billboard 100, you will find
quality music that will make you feel smarter and more in tune with the
underground music scene.
One of the main contributors to Altered Zones is the music blog titled
Gorilla vs. Bear at gorilIavsbear.net, which is a wonderful music blog in its
own right. Some of the musicians recently featured on the site are Vampire
Weekend, Beach House, The Very Best and Arcade Fire. All of these art
ists are known by those in the semi-underground music circle commonly
referred to as "indie," even though many of these "indie" artists are on
mainstream record labels as opposed to independent record labels. Nev
ertheless, Gorilla vs. Bear does a perfect job featuring artists people want
to read about, as well as artists people should want to read about. One
thing that makes this blog notable is its Polaroid section, which contains
both Polaroid and digital photos of bands at live shows both onstage and
offstage. Another feature is its weekly XM radio show. This blog also uses
Vimeo videos as opposed to YouTube videos, making the blog experience
much more peaceful. Seriously. Vimeo is the way to go when it comes to
video.
While Altered Zones and Gorilla vs. Bear are, in my opinion, as good
as it gets when it comes to music blogs, there are a few honorable mentions
worth checking out.
If you think the music featured on the type of blog mentioned above
is the opposite of good music, check out Hipsterrunoff.com. where blog
ger Carles makes fun of indie music and rips apart mainstream celebrities
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describes herself as having an "insatiable appetite,"
Show." Famous for her cake pops (small ball-shape
the best credentials for writing a food blog. Noble
cakes, dipped in chocolate bark, situated on a stick j
Pig encompasses two blogs, one about food and the
and decorated any way you like), Angie Dudley
other about wine and being a winemaker. In her food
never ceases to amaze readers with her unbelievably
blog, Cathy cooks enticing gourmet entrees, such as
creative baking skills. Dudley has decorated her cake
gnocci mac n' cheese, lobster rolls with lemon vin
pops to fit any occasion: reindeer, Mrs. Potts Teapots
aigrette and garlic butter and steaks with mushroom(from "Beauty and the Beast"), mini wedding cakes
sherry sauce. Noble Pig adds an epicurean touch to
and sheep are just a few of her cake pop creations.
the average meals you may be used to eating.
Besides cake pops, Dudley tempts her fans with oth
Whether you're looking for the latest trendy
er treats, such as mini maple pancake muffins, pil
restaurants or just need a quick and delicious recipe,
low cookies (a brownie baked into a chocolate chip
Pardon My Crumbs (pardonmycrumbs.com) will
cookie) and butterscotch pie.
have what you're looking for. "Cooking from the
If you're looking for a mouth-watering meal
heart" has always been the motto of blogger Christie
to make Mondays more worthwhile, Baked Bree
Bishop, creator of the blog. This motto became par
(bakedbree.com) is the blog for you. As if the title I
ticularly apparent when her husband was diagnosed
of her blog wasn't cute enough, Bree Hester bringsj
with cancer and Bishop used cooking to lift the spir
a whole new aspect to cooking and baking by pre- j
its of her sick husband and to take her mind off of the senting each dish in an irresistible and imaginative [
life-altering event. Since the founding of her blog,
manner. In a recent post, Hester writes a recipe for j
her husband's cancer has retreated and Bishop's blog
a candy corn parfait, alternating Cocoa Puffs, candy
has taken off. Not only does Bishop lure readers in
com, pudding and whipped cream in a tall glass to
with her savory recipes, but she also features restau
create the perfect Halloween treat. She cooks ev
rants like the-Obika Mozzarella Basin i oS Artgelje&f erything from black bean sliders for the vegetarCalif., and products she thirfks teaalfi m
Tir"**' 1 an'. WttffflJbori chicken burgers, to ice cream cone
terested in, such as LaL^Plr (jffiwlHk lS§T9KlSf!! cupcakes. The best part of Baked Bree is her amaz
It's nice to be able to sort through recipes on Par
ing photography skills that she uses to capture each ]
don My Crumbs while gaining insight into unique
step in creating the dish, making it easy to replicate
restaurants and products that you may otherwise be
meals. She also keeps a very organized archive of all
unaware of. In a recent post, Bishop shows olf her
of her recipes. Readers can search for recipes under j
creativity by demonstrating to readers how to make
topics such as meat free Monday, cooking with kids, [
argyle sugar cookies, providing tips and tools that
slow cooker and even chocolate.
readers can use in other baking endeavors.
If you still aren't satisfied, be sure to check out j
If you're searching for new baking ideas or
these other tasty blogs: tastespotting.com, foodlooking for new ways to satisfy your sweet tooth,
gawker.com and foodporndaily.com. Don't miss out
Bakerella (bakereila.com) showcases every baked
on "Bakerella's" brand new book, "Cake Pops: Tips, j
good you could ever imagine in a blog about baking,
Tricks, and Recipes for More Than 40 Irresistible
and it was even featured on "The Martha Stewart
Mini Treats," which hit stores Oct. 13.
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There is someim^ soothing about cooking. I'm
f§ not sure if it's pic&ftg out the menu you will try to
p execute, grocery shopping for all of the wonderful
ingredients or actually putting the meal together
(1 know it is definitely not the cleaning up). I find
•cooking to be an escape from a hectic day and an
j| opportunity to sit back, relax and enjoy a beautiful
jjmeal that you've created yourself. With the latest
Htrend being blogs, it is not surprising that foodies
Sand aspiring chefs have also jumped on this band
-wagon, and now blog about their latest concoctions
pin the kitchen.
If you're tired of your dismal diet and ready to
1indulge, make sure to check out Buns In My Oven
jj (bunsinmyoven.com) where author Karly Campbell
j| makes cooking fun with her witty humor and delic cious, "not on a diet" recipes. In the "about" sec
tion of her blog, Campbell makes the disclaimer that
her recipes will definitely help you to gain weight.
|
Yes, you read that correctly, the recipes help you
gain weight, which is honest and refreshing in an
It era where fat-free, carb-free and healtby food is constantly on the rise. Recipes from thre bfo'g wilj not
jj be five course dinners but rather scrHifiptions com
fort foods and side dishes like onion rings, cheddar,
j| chive and bacon muffins and cream cheese chicken
? enchiladas, or creative baked goods such as cheese|
cake bites, Texas brittle and butter pecan squares. If
|
you're a bacon lover, Buns In My Oven featured an
|
entire week of unusual recipes featuring bacon such
|
as bacon butter, bacon popcorn and BLT stuffed to
ll matoes.
If you're already en route to becoming a food
|aficionado and like a challenge, don't miss out on
[Noble Pig (noblepig.com). Currently living in the
fi wine country of Oregon, Cathy, creator of the blog,

before you blog.
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knCiry. Perry
like Lady Gaga, Katy Perry and Passion Pit (y. Passion Pit is mainstream
now), Also noteworthy is the fact that the site blagged about The Vista's
interview with Nate Donmoyer, the drummer tor Passion Pit. and called
our writers "college journalist bros."
If you'd rather have songs handed to you without having to read about
them,or would simply like to find remixes of songs you already like,check
out Hype Machine at hypem.com. Hype Mac! • pro1 ides you with songs
written about and featured on blogs, without th- blue post, though it links
to the original blog that the track came fr< m. be best feature of this blog
is its "spy" section, where you get a rcal-1
•<! >f the songs people are
"loving." which means clicking the heart , ••
the play button. There's
also a section where you can find the most bt< • o about artists. Thanks to
the Hype Machine, it's never been easier u> be hip.
My last honorable mention goes to Duib Bear/, at dailybeatz.com,
where every single day, without fail, a fie v. sure is posted. There is always
something new to see and listen to, as w. •; t > interviews and reviews to
read. While this blog may not be super fam-.n bum now, it certainly will
be soon.
The best part about the majority of icn-c.bioy is that they have
weekly or monthly mixes that you can do tib <L making it even easier to
find new music worth listening to. Some of the best mixes come from the
blogs I've just written about, especially Got: a v». Bear, which features an
amazing annual "favorites" list, a good wav to start fine-tuning your record
collection.
I have found that you can never get enough of these music sites, and
they make you feel both culturally relevant and knowledgeable about mu
sic that will soon be the most popular and respected music of our time.
These feelings are motivating and invigorating when it comes to expand
ing your musical horizons. Start saving lot a nets iPod now. because as
soon as yon start surfing these blog wave- you II have thousands of new
songs to add to your growing music library

At some point between the advent of blogger and the coming-of-|internet|age of "Generation Me" (what our self-centered/self-important generation is now
called...technically now it's "Generation i" to incorporate all of our i-gadgets:
ipod, iphone, ipad), many of us arrived at the same conclusion. It is that our own
lives are so wonderful/funny/interesting that not broadcasting our thoughts/feel
ings/musings would be detrimental to society. This conclusion, married with the
ubiquitous nature of these "push-button publishers" (think blogspot, wordpress,
tumbir), led to the birth of "the lifestyle blog."
From photo journals to political commentary and inspirational cartoons to
cool-weather cardigans, lifestyle blogs are not limited to one subject in the vast
realm of things that interest us.
In an attempt to narrow down and direct you towards a few of our favorite
lifestyle blogs, we chose to highlight one political blog, one fashion blog, one
inspiration-by-way-of-interior-design blog, two just-for-kicks blogs and one San
Diego blog, and, of course, we'll namedrop a few of our other favorites along the
way.
If you're looking for a blog with a political bent, Gawker (gawker.com) is a
definite go-to. On Gawker, nothing is taboo. Headlirtes range from "The McRib
Resurrection is Coming" to "How to Be A Famous Right-Wing Media Lady." The
bloggers talk news, politics, social media, and cult-classics. Somehow, they even
manage to gracefully gossip about celebrity gossip (e.g. making fun of Bruce
Willis for having his own line of body wash and deodorant in the article "Now
You Too Can Smell Like Bruce Willis," with the opening line "The actor and bald
person is releasing his scent all over America's face...").If you're so inclined,
you can sign up for e-mails and receive exciting updates like, "Obama Gets Book
Thrown at Him, Possibly by Naked Man," right in your inbox. Gawker is clever,
quippy and the staff is always on the cusp of what's happening in the here and
now. We routinely have to hold ourselves back from Gawking all day long.
In case you too have been let down by The Sartorialist as of late (seriously,
we can look up pictures of Louis Vuitton's emaciated models on our own, thank
you very much), Hans Christian Anderson yourself on over to Copenhagenstreetstyle.dk. While Scott Schuman will always have a soft spot in our "sole" (we
doubt that anyone can capture "Old Man Style" or urban city class like he does),
we are increasingly intrigued by the bright colors and odd cardigan combinations
recently seen on the streets overseas. Beyond the blue pants and tweed jackets,
and surprisingly sweet socks-and-sandals combinations, we're endlessly inter
ested to see what other countries are currently calling "stylish" (and even more
excited when we catch them wearing high-tops). Lately, we've been wishing they
would update more often, and if your inner stylista still isn't satiated, check out
their extensive "We Visit" list of international style blogs to the right of the pho
tos.

For some interior decorating inspiration, or for a look into the lives of some
extremely interesting people, head on over to The Selby (theselby.com). Cre
ated almost on accident by fashion photographer Todd Selby, the blog started as
a side project in 2008. Formerly a jack of all trades (including, but not limited
to, Japanese clothing designer, vermicomposting entrepeneur and exotic flower
wholesaler), Selby settled into full-time blogging when his site began gaining
international press. Today he collaborates with New York Times T Magazine,
Vogue Paris and Architectural Digest France (to name a few), and photographs
everyone from confetti designers to taco shop owners.
Culture Lust, a San Diego Arts & Culture blog, brings blogging closer to
home (kpbs.org). I can personally attest to their blogging credibility because
when I'm not spending the wee hours of my mornings in SLP 403B slaving
away on The Vista, 1 have the pleasure of moonlighting as a writer for KPBS's
Arts & Culture Editor, Angela Carone. As San Diego's NPR syndicate, KPBS is
best known as the radio station that accompanies us on our early commutes with
"Morning Edition" or "These Days." However, in addition to the dulcet tones and
quick wit of Dwane Brown and Maureen Cavanaugh, the site has one of the best
Arts & Culture blogs in town. A routine frequent of other San Diego publications
(San Diego Magazine featured Carone and Culture Lust in their August "Best Of'
issue), Culture Lust is both a cultural cheat sheet and the best one-stop-blog-hop
for San Diego's weekend scene.
To add some levity to your daily living, go to either Stuff No One Told Me
But I Learned Anyway or Catalog Living. SNOTMBILA is written and illustrated
by Alex. He is the self-described "29-year-old cartoonist from Barcelona who
draws naked," and features different animals and people with little blips of life
advice such as, "There will always be prettier and uglier pedple than you. Accept
it and move on," or. "'Hello' is the Most Powerful Word against Loneliness." If
you prefer catalogues to cartoons, blog-hop yourself over to Catalog Living for
a "look into the exciting lives of the people who live in your catalogs." Observe
as Gary and Elaine tackle the daily chores that come from living alongside giant
seashells. metal chairs or decorative polyhedrons.
Because there is only so much space in this small little paper, we cannot con
tinue gushing about our favorite online frequents. However, the best thing about
the blogging community is that many of these blogs link to other equally fabulous
blogs, ensuring many long evenings of couch potato people watching.
Here at The Vista, we too do it bloggy style. We do it in bed (codgemill.
wordpress.com), we do it outside (kelseyjoanneperry.tumblr.com), we do it with
our friends (queleviebien.tumblr.com), we do it in the kitchen while we're eating
dinner (ilovemynuggets.blogspot.com), we do it while our cats watch (kaitlinpearl.com), and we even do it in The Vista office (theinbetweentimesofkendraosburn .blogspot .com).
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Arcade Fire playedThe Shrine in Los Angels on Oct. 7 and 8.

Waking up Los Angeles with an ocean of noise
By Ryan Coghill
An Arcade Fire show is the ideal
experience that one expects to have
when attending a concert. It is a full on
production that leaves fans content with
the amount of shows they have under
their belt.
At The Shrine in Los Angeles on
Oct. 8, emotions were intensified after
every song performed by Arcade Fire. It
is one of those shows that makes it dif
ficult to distinguish fantasy from reality.
Everyone in The Shrine had dreamt of
seeing Arcade Fire one day, but when

the lights went dim and a recording of
"The Suburbs (continued)" began, the
venue exploded with screams of eupho
ria and thankful applause in advance
as the core seven members of the band
strolled onto the stage.
Each member took their position
onstage, and, as the lights slowly in
tensified on each silhouette, "Ready To
Start" launched the performance. Every
one in the venue was on their feet (con
trary to the previous night where frontman Win Butler had to tell the audience
that they needed to stand for the entire
performance), jumping, dancing and
causing waves of vibration in the floors,

Multitasking leads
to multiple failures

By Mitch Martineau
I have a love-hate relationship
with the new age of mass media. On
one hand I love the instant access to
music, movies and information. The
possibilities to learn are endless. For
example, one warm relaxing summer
afternoon I found myself hungry for
knowledge. 1 proceeded to download
a public University of Chicago lecture
on Music explained through math
ematical functions. I didn't have to
pay thousands of dollars for a college
course to get a college level education.
Free knowledge educates the masses
and betters society.
On the other hand, technology
sucks dry the very essence of natural
human sense and perception. Technol
ogy clutters and confuses the mind,
leaving no space to analyze sense
perception. How many times have
you been sending a text message and
missed a unique occurrence around
you?
Life is probability. With so many
events around a person in a single day,
amazing will happen. With millions of
moving things surrounding us at any
particular moment, chances are that
a one in a million event will occur.
Whether this one in a million event is
a Ben Franklin floating in the wind or
a bird getting hit by a car, it would be
a shame if you were texting.
The primary question of concern
is the benefits in mass media com
pared to the benefits in organic daily
life. Music can actually stimulate the
brain, which may compliment daily
life. Research conducted by the Uni
versity of North Carolina states that,
"musical experiences are multimodal,
involving at the least the auditory, vi
sual , cognitive, affective, memory, and

motor systems." This study primarily
advocates musical learning, but also
highlights the benefits of the casual
musical experience.
Music is undoubtedly positive,
however a 120 gigabyte iPod full of
music is simply clutter. Media and
technology have reached a point
where personal storage is obsolete.
I wouldn't be surprised if there is a
spin off of A&E's "Hoarders" where
a trained counselor explains to the
media hoarder that 20 terabytes of
amassed media may be the root of a
deeper psychological issue.
Many argue that technology in
creases productivity. A Blackberry is
a multitasker's godsend. "Multitask
ing" is a buzzword for any potential
employer and is often considered a
strength. I am proud to say that I am
awful at multitasking, but I make up
for this weakness by my strength in
single-tasking. However, it might not
be a career-benefiting move to go into
a job interview praising your amazing
skills in single-tasking. We live in a
world of blur where multitasking mar
ginally is preferred over single-tasking
excellently.
According to a new Stanford
study, "people who are regularly bom
barded with several streams of elec
tronic information do not pay atten
tion, control their memory or switch
from one job to another." Try going
into a job interview claiming that,
"I am good at multitasking, but I do
not pay attention, I cannot control my
memory and I cannot actually switch
between jobs effectively...but I can
check my e-mail while driving."
Bombardment is an excellent
word to describe today's mass media.
I was thinking about starting a blog
about the negative effects of mass me
dia, but I just couldn't live with the
irony.
While writing this column I have
switched between four artists on my
iPod, made two phone calls, received
one phone call, checked my e-mail
twice, sent one text message and
checked the status of Aaron Rodger's
concussion. I have fallen victim to
technology, and my love-hate relation
ship continues.

especially in the balcony seating.
"I was kind of nervous at first. It
felt like one of those recent San Diego
earthquakes," attendee Jared Roberts
said.
Butler was obviously intrigued by
the crowd's enthusiasm exclaiming,
"My voice is so f**ked up tonight. I
don't know what you guys are doing but
it's working."
What the crowd was doing was ap
preciating each and every moment that
was spent with Arcade Fire. It was evi
dent that the majority of the fans present
that night have emotional attachments
to many of the songs. Songs that were
just released on the band's most recent
album, "The Suburbs" were especially
anticipated. "Sprawl II (Mountains Be
yond Mountains)" was the sixth song
played that night. Regine Chassagne's
voice defied any claims floating around
the Internet that the live performance
of this song was unimpressive. Chassagne sang this song with a natural pas
sion that gives the lyrics a pureness,
effortlessly conveying the need to find
our niche in society while avoiding the
pressures of social norms. Chassagne
danced in circles with colorful ribbons
attached to her wrists, while Butler ran
an entire circle around the auditorium,
all the way to the concession stand and
back to the stage.
Aside from Butler's close encoun
ters with audience members, an inter
esting thing happened during "Month
of May." It was truly ironic to watch
many attendees standing still and not

completely rocking out to a high-paced
anthem that pokes fun at kids for "stand
ing with their arms folded tight." The
thought-provoking aspect of this song
is the mainstreamification it is subject
to, making it a less liked song on the al
bum. This only adds more to the irony
when "Rococo" was played three songs
earlier, which highlights the disparity of
the modem youth's need to be different
as well as their blind trend following.
Adding more insult to irony was' the
trend of drunken yelling.
To much surprise, "In the Back
seat" was performed. This song is the
last track on "Funeral" and highlights
Chassagne's breathtaking vocals with
the support of elegant violins. The
problem came during quiet moments in
the song, when people would hoot and
holler, thinking they were showing ap
preciation, when, in reality they were
disrespecting the art that was being per
formed. It was just bad concert etiquette.
Once again, the modem man failed to
focus on the significance of what was
happening around him, which only fur
ther supports Arcade Fire's claims on
the skewed vision of the modem world.
Despite the kooks in the world,
the show wasn't even close to mined
because the pace picked back up with
songs like "Rebellion (Lies)" and
Neighborhood #3 (Power Out)."
The liveliness that rushed through
each member of Arcade Fire was equal
ly as astonishing to witness. Each and
every member has the ability to play
multiple instruments. On one song, But

Ryan Coghill/TheVista

Win Butler plays his mandolin during "Keep the Car Running."

ler was playing a guitar, the next he was
on the organ and then he was messing
with the soundboard.
Chassagne was seen with an ac
cordion, then on the drums, the hurdygurdy (probably an instrument you have
never heard of before), the keyboards
and the xylophone.
William Butler (Butler's younger
brother) is known for his savage stage
antics. He even ended up with a bloody
hand thtir night when he accidently hit
his percussion drum a little too hard.
Richard Reed Parry was attached
to the hip with his electric guitar, but
definitely shone when he pulled out the
double bass.
Jeremy Gara was mostly on the
drums that night and Sarah Neufeld
could be seen with a fiddle on her shoul
der, while Tim Kingsbury seemed to be
hiding in the shadows on his bass, how
ever the hard-hitting bass lines were
clearly present.
As all members were covered in
their own well-deserved sweat, Butler
announced that they had one more song
to play. They broke into "Neighborhood
#1 (Tunnels)," a song that depicts what
it might be like to fall in love and dis
connect yourself from everyone, even
your parents. It is sad to think about re
moving yourself from all relationships
except for the one you have invested
so much love into, which is a testament
to the overpowering effects a lover can
have. This was an emotional song to
hear, as it is the first track on "Funeral,"
and for many people it was their intro
duction to Arcade Fire. The band exited
the stage as the audience erupted in ap
plause and, for some, tears.
The expected encore returned a
few minutes later as Butler thanked ev
eryone for coming out and the powerful
chords played on an organ started "In
tervention." Once again, tears flowed
down the cheeks of many who feel
strongly about the message that lies in
this anti-war anthem about misplaced
priorities.
Butler once again thanked the
crowd for coming out and asked ev
eryone to "sing the shit out of this next
song, or sing anything or whatever song
you like." It was obvious that "Wake
Up" would end this night, as most Ar
cade Fire shows commence. Everyone
who knew the lyrics sang along to this
song that is about the loss of innocence,
which many Arcade Fire fans are begin
ning to fully understand at these crucial
moments growing up.
It was all smiles walking out of The
Shrine that night, knowing that one of
the greatest musical acts of all time had
just performed. Their music truly takes
the listener to a place full of memories,
and hearing the tracks live, along with a
well produced light show, Arcade Fire
can make a grown man cry.
Our generation is fortunate to have
a band like Arcade Fire to stand up
and be our voice in this confusing turn
in world events. In the '60s there was
The Beatles, in the '70s Pink Floyd and
the '80s were run by The Boss (Bruce
Springsteen). The '90s are more diffi
cult to define, as they were filled with
a lot of obscure artists, which brings us
back to why we are so lucky that a band
like Arcade Fire has broken through
and expressed views that are shared by
many within our age group.
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Pirates beware, war has been waged on your MP3s
Lady Justice and Viacom team together to curb illegal downloading
By Lindsay Weintraub
For people currently riding the
wave of abundant intellectual prop
erty offered at no cost on the web,
their freeloading tide is in danger of
running dry. For those indulging in
the oasis of music, movies, software
and more, anti-piracy is becoming
a greater focus, and internationally
with the goal of protecting intellectual
property with more force.
Last week, the Senate Judiciary
Committee introduced a bill to the
Senate, backed by chairman Sena
tor Patrick Leahy (Dem. Vt.), which
would give the Department of Justice
the ability to block domain names
involved in piracy and copyright in
fringements. A group of bi-partisan
senators announced that they would
try to fast track the anti-piracy bill,
which would allow the U.S. Depart
ment of Justice greater authority to
fight illegal file sharing and counter
feiting. However, given the limited
amount of time before Congress ad
journed for November elections, the
bill could not be voted on.
Known as the Combating Online
Infringement and Counterfeits Act,
the bill drew support from the enter
tainment industry, including media
giant Viacom, which owns MTV, Harmonix and a variety of other media
and entertainment groups. But it also
evoked a great deal of backlash from
the technology industry.
A group of 89 engineers involved
in the development of the Internet

"censorship" and called it a victory
when the bill failed to pass before
the Congressional hiatus.
However, the economy con
tinues to fuel debates across the
country, and according to Sen. Le
ahy, the online piracy and sale of
counterfeit goods costs American
businesses billions of dollars, and
results in hundreds of thousands of
lost jobs.
Although the bill will have to
wait until the next Congressional
season, some say the bill could
move quickly because of rare bipar
tisan support and little opposition.
This isn't the only movement
toward curbing pirated goods. On
Wednesday, Oct. 6, negotiators
from 40 countries released The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement,
backed by both the recording and
movie industries.
As the end of a three-year battle
comes to a close, the U.S. and other
countries hope to establish trade
agreements aimed at fighting piracy
and counterfeiting. The agreement
would outline procedures for intel
lectual property disputes in coun
tries like the U.S., Japan, Canada,
Australia, Mexico and the European
Union.
Most notable is China's absence
in the list of participating countries.
While China didn't seem to have the
slightest problem censoring informa
tion on the Internet in search engine
results, as highly publicized by their
fight with Google, the country has ne
glected to join forces with the other
countries involved in the agreement.

responded with a letter to Sen. Le
ahy claiming that the bill threatens
to shake the Internet domain system
itself and expressing concern that, "an
incredible range of useful, law-abid
ing sites can be blacklisted under this
bill."
However, Sen. Leahy believes
this issue is of paramount economic
concern, declaring in the introduc
tion of the bill, "few things are
more important to the future
of the American economy
and job creation than
protecting our intel
lectual property."
Sen. Leahy
noted that the
Chamber of
Commerce
estimates
that Ameri

can intellectual property accounts
for more than $5 trillion of the coun
try's gross domestic product, and
intellectual property intensive indus
tries employ more than 18 million
workers.
The Electronic Frontier Foun
dation, however, Jias called the bill

"Critics say the omission of China
from the list - the main source of the
world's counterfeit goods - makes the
deal almost worthless, an argument
strong refuted by the EU," said the
EU Observer website, which focuses
on European affairs.
The problem is that China's ram
pant piracy is no secret these days.
"Intellectual property protection
has made the transition from a law
yer's issue to a mainstream issue,"
said Jeffrey Bernstein, chairman of
the American Chamber of Commerce
in Shanghai.
U.S. records show that China
plays a large role in pirating and coun
terfeit goods, as explained by the U.S.
Immigrations and Customs Enforce
ment website: "China continued to
be the number one source country for
counterfeit and pirated goods seized
in FY09, accounting for $204.7 mil
lion, or 79 percent, of the total seizure
value."
Further critique for the agreement
comes from those who say that, like
the UK Digital Economy Act, it just
transfers the hassle of policing indus
tries and nagging individuals to copy
right holders.
This isn't the first time the U.S.
has looked to intensify its piracy fight
ing abilities. In 2008, President Bush
signed a bill designating a high-level
administration coordinator whose job
was to protect the nation's intellectual
property. Sen. Leahy, who is backing
the most recent attempt to augment
security against piracy of intellectual
property, sponsored the legislation in
2008 as well.

Natalie Kunstadter/The Vista

Tom Petty breaks hearts, then wins them back with Rock 'N' Roll
By Alexandra Bozich
After Tom Petty disappointed his
fans by cancelling his original San
Diego show on Tuesday, Sept. 28, he
made it up to them on Tuesday, Oct.
5. His original concert had been can
celled after his doctor instructed him
not to sing for a few days due to a
throat issue. Luckily, for those who
bought tickets to the original concert,
he was able to perform just one week
later than initially planned.
Despite the rain and cold, Tom
Petty and The Heartbreakers gave one
hell of a performance at the Cricket
Wireless Amphitheater in Chula Vis
ta. Fans came out despite the rain, and
it's a good thing they did.
Tom Petty opened with one of his
older classics, "Listen To Her Heart,"
and then moved into every stoner's fa
vorite song, "You Don't Know How It
Feels." Not surprisingly, the scent in
the air changed instantly.
Petty then continued with many
popular hits for a while before he fo
cused a chunk of his set list on songs

from his newest album "Mojo," which
was released this summer on June 15.
Many of Petty's older fans were not
pleased with this new album, caus
ing the atmosphere at the concert to
fizzle for a bit during this section of
his show. After playing four songs in
a row from "Mojo," the legend finally
settled back in with the classics and
kicked up the vibe by playing "Learn
ing to Fly."
The band was lively and kept the
songs exciting, playing "Refugee" be
fore exiting the stage. Of course every
one was curious as to why a few of his
best songs still had not been played.
So, after much yelling and cheering,
Tom Petty and The Heartbreakers
met on stage one last time and gave
the crowd an incredible encore. They
played "Runnin' Down A Dream" and
ended once and for all with "Ameri
can Girl."
The beauty of Tom Petty and his
music was evident when looking out
Photo by Julio Enriquez/Flickr CC
at the crowd. There were people of all
ages enjoying the show, some sitting Tom Petty wooed the American girls at the Cricket Wireless Amphitheater
and relaxing on the lawn and others anyone, or anything, in their way.
times hard for a band to captivate the
dancing nonstop and trampling over
At such a large venue, it's some entire audience. The people in the

front seats have a more personal ex
perience with the band, however it
was clear that the people way back in
the lawn didn't feel left out. That's of
ten hard for a band to do, but everyone
was loving the show. From the people
in the front row, all the way to the old
guys leaning against the beer vendor
in back, everyone was clearly enjoy
ing themselves.
It's no wonder that Tom Petty
and The Heartbreakers were inducted
into the Rock 'N' Roll Hall of Fame
in 2002. They are up there with some
of the most popular artists of all time
,like The Beatles, The Rolling Stones
and Jimi Hendrix. However, one thing
that sets Tom Petty apart from many
of the other inducted bands is the fact
that he's still up and playing. The fact
that his fans are still able to see some
one who is in the Rock 'N' Roll Hall
of Fame is quite a privilege.
I really recommend that people
head out to one of his shows, as it's
definitely an experience that I will re
member for the rest of my life. Know
ing that I have seen a Rock 'N' Roll
legend is pretty surreal.

The anticipation is finally over: 'Rosencrantz' opens tonight
By Callie Prendiville
If you like quality entertainment,
then don't miss Sir Tom Stoppard's
classic, "Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead," which opens tonight,
Thursday, Oct. 14, on the Shiley Stage
in Camino at 7:30 p.m. The play takes
its title from two minor characters
in Shakespeare's "Hamlet" as it puts
their backstage antics in the fore
ground, taking the audience's percep
tions and expectations about what is
arguably the most important work in
the English language and turning them
promptly upside down. The challenge
for the actors in this production is that
their roles require their abilities and
talents to play Shakespearean charac
ters while expounding beyond them.
For senior Spencer Schumacher,
who is playing Hamlet's murderous
uncle, Claudius, the best thing about
Stoppard's work is that, "he is not
afraid to subvert the pieces of art that
we consider our canon, that are sup
posed to be our creme de la creme, and
most playwrights won't go there. It's
the difference between throwing the
classic out the window and creating
something new to make all art equal."
Schumacher's own expectations
were a bit dismantled once he began
the rehearsal process and realized
what a huge undertaking it would be
to make Stoppard's vision accessible
for all audience members, regardless
of their level of exposure to Shake
speare.
"It is one piece of art dealing
directly with another," Schumacher
said, "which makes it difficult to un
derstand one without the other."
The cast has spent weeks in dis

<

cussion and rehearsal to ensure that
the play can be appreciated with or
without a literature or theatrical back
ground. Some ideas, however, are
completely outside of the Shakespear
ean realm.
"Stoppard, throughout, is writing
in cycles," Schumacher said."You feel
like you're getting somewhere and
then all of a sudden you're right back
where you started at the beginning
of the show. The way it approaches
time's continuum is completely out
side of Hamlet's world."
Sophomore Kelsey Schulte, who
was seen on the Shiley Stage last
fall as the seductive Sally Bowles in
"Cabaret," is playing the Player in this
production. The Player is Stoppard's
re-imagining of the Player King who
leads the acting troupe in "Hamlet."
The Player is usually a man, making
this casting choice yet another unex
pected turn for the production.
"The cool thing about making
[the Player] a girl is that we're kind
of taking a twist on the power of the
character." Schulte said. "By giving it
a feminine twist I can be more over
powering by using seduction over
strength."
Centuries later as scholars con
tinue to debate whether or not Shake
speare was a misogynist or a feminist
ahead of his time, the choice to make
this character a woman certainly
changes the gendered frame of refer
ence for this play and for "Hamlet."
The Player, as Schulte discovered
after she began rehearsals, has even
more power over the title characters
than she realized.
"1 never really put it in my head
that my character already knows
they're going to die," Schulte said. "I
have much more control of their fate

than I realized. The Player really holds
the puppet strings as to what is going
to happen to them."
James Wykowski, a sophomore
playing Ophelia's father Polonius,
cautions audience members against
viewing "Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead" as a simple Elizabe
than farce.
"A lot of the time when you hear
about the show, it's billed as a parody
of Hamlet and a 'behind the scenes'
story," Wykowski said. "While that's
true, and it is hilarious, if you are will
ing to invest in it, there are some deep
philosophical questions being an
swered. So, it's worth it to be willing
to invest yourself enough to find that
deeper level."
Wykowski, who has a personal
obsession with Shakespeare's "Ham
let," was surprised to find that looking
at the play from this new angle made
him re-examine some of his ideas from
literature class, and allowed him to fo
cus on previously glossed-over ideas.
As an actor who has never performed
Shakespearean text before, Wykowski
had to find the balance between the
opposing pressures to be creative,
to find new life in a character while
avoiding playing the same caricature
that has been played for 400 years and
pay homage to the classical interpreta
tion of this character.
As challenging as the text may be,
the actors all agreed that they enjoyed
the cast dynamic of younger students
and new faces to the theatre arts pro
gram. Balancing their professional be
havior at rehearsal and bonding with
new friends, the cast of "Rosencrantz
and Guildenstern Are Dead" are fi
nally ready to present their play this
weekend. Visit sandiego.edu/cas/theatrearts/ for ticket information.
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Dead hours have never been so alive
New music professor Colin McAllister treats USD to an intimate recital

By Fernando Silva
One step inside the French Parlor,
located in Founders Hall, causes
nostalgic thoughts of a time where
kings and queens reigned supreme.
Whether it is the well-worn hardwood
floors, the antique chairs or the old
tapestries hanging on the walls, one has
the impression of traveling to another
time. Or maybe it's the way the sun
shines through the French windows
and illuminates the long drapes, or
the black grand piano in the corner
waiting to be played. When it comes
to the beauty of the French Parlor,
one can go on endlessly describing its
beauty and alluring charm. However,
on Tuesday Oct. 5, attention was not
focused on the French Parlor and all
its antique glory.
Every so often the music
department graces the university
community with recitals. These
recitals, usually held on Thursdays
in the French Parlor during dead
hours (noon to 2:30 p.m), are not the
average recitals students are used to
attending.
Impatiently watching as your
younger sibling performs a simplified
arrangement from Beethoven or
Chopin can't compare to Thursday
at the parlor. No, these recitals are on
a whole other plane. These Faculty
Recitals are when USD's top faculty
members are given a chance to drop
their grade books and perform musical
pieces for students and for the general
public. It is a day when everyone
gets to hear some of USD's finest
musicians.
The recital on Oct. 5 was sheer
excellence as USD's Colin McAllister
took the stage. As one of USD's newest
music faculty members, the pressure
was on to perform well as he stared
out at unfamiliar faces. Although he is
new to the university, it would be far
from accurate to consider McAllister
as a newcomer to the music scene.
"I started playing piano when I
was a kid," McAllister said after his
performance. "I started playing guitar
in my earlier teens."
Fast forward to the present, and
McAllister is now a "Doctor of Musical
Arts," with a prestigious teaching
position at USD. His musical history

Kevin Joseph/The Vista

Colin McAllister displays his refined skills in classical and modern works during his recital in the French Parlor

includes receiving his doctorate at the
UC San Diego and touring all over the
U .S., Latin America and Europe whilst
playing multiple genres of music.
Whether it is jazz guitar, blues
guitar, or rock, McAllister plays it
all. "I've made a conscious effort to
play all kinds of music," McAllister
said. At this particular performance,
McAllister decided to play a fitting
array of songs from contemporary
classical guitar all the way back to
the medieval and renaissance period
pieces.

As the recital began and the head
of the musical department kindly
introduced McAllister, McAllister
took his seat in the middle of the
stage. As he sat there, he tuned his
guitar in a nonchalant manner as the
excitement and anticipation from
what was about to come was filling
the air. Without words, without eye
contact and without any introduction
from himself, McAllister captivated
the room.
With the first strum from his
classical guitar, he turned an anxious

audience into a relaxed and civilized
group of listeners. As he passionately
strummed one string at a time in the
beginning of "El Decameron Negro,"
he closed his eyes and let the guitar
sing to his audience. As he slowly
grooved and danced with his guitar,
he brought his audience back to a
time when the French Parlor was
considered Contemporary Decor. A
recital did not take place in the French
Parlor that day, but rather a 45-minute
journey back in time.
"I love the way he handled the

guitar and I loved his soul [in the
music]... He is a master, he really
is a master," said one of the many
captivated audience members.
What is it that captivates an
audience in regards to music? Is it
soul, or is it technique?
"It's sound, purely based on
technique," McAllister said. "As a
guitarist we spend most of our time
working on technique, yet we hope
to be captivating to our audience and
have them feel the emotions of the
music we play."

The joys of being
'little 9

By Kaitlin Perry
Not many people our age can say
that they've attended a concert where the
entrance music brought tears to the fore
front of their minds and, subsequently,
their eyes. That's because not many peo
ple were able to attend the Arcade Fire
show at The Shrine in Los Angeles on
Oct. 8, which sold out in no more than
15 minutes.
"The Suburbs (continued)," a sad,
short and melodic track on the band's lat
est album, "The Suburbs," was played as
the entrance music. It provokes thoughts
of the good days when we were under
the age of 18 and wasted our time sitting
in empty schoolyards where we may or
may not have been smoking clove ciga
rettes. Would you take that time back
and make it productive? Me neither. I
am so productive with my time now that
it makes up for those golden years of sit
ting in one place with no guilt.
But, to be honest, my favorite mem
ories of living in the suburbs revolve
around turning my backyard into a fourbedroom house decorated with rusted
stoves and vintage patio furniture. Be
ing "little," so to speak, was when I was
happiest, and I feel that most of us here
at USD can relate to that feeling. I think
that most of us at USD also miss that pe
riod of our lives, and that's why Arcade
Fire songs make everybody cry, espe
cially when they're played live and loud,
and you're surrounded by thousands of
people that feel the exact same way.
In the title track, "The Suburbs,"
lead singer Win Butler sings, "In my
dreams we're still screamin' and runnin'
through the yard." Is it weird that lyr
ics like this hit home for me? Or every
single lyric in "Neighborhoood #1 (Tun
nels)." That song focuses on parents and
bedrooms and...if I keep going I'll start
crying. There's something about these

songs that makes my stomach feel fuzzy
and my eyes tear. 1 think it's because I
get very nostalgic when I think about
growing up and leaving my parents.
Now that I am 21,1 consider myself
to be an adult. I'm trusted to drink re
sponsibly, to live on my own and to take
care of my two cats. I'm in charge of a
newspaper staff and I'm in charge of my
own life in its entirety. I can no longer
make my mom say no when I pretend
to ask for permission to go to a party I
don't want to go to as a way of getting
out of it guilt-free. I can no longer use
my parent's money to buy all of my gro
ceries and I no longer get any of their
home cooking. I also no longer have my
dad around to tell me some of the best
jokes I've ever heard. I also don't have
my dogs or my own room with cable TV.
I don't have a lot of things anymore.
After I think about these things and
cry for a little, 1 start to remember the
good side of growing up. I get to make
a name for myself, make my own deci
sions, make serious plans for my future
and...I guess that's it. But sometimes I
don't want to make my own decisions,
so I call my mom and she tells me what
to do. It's a nice break from reality, but
if Arcade Fire has anything to say about
it, these tactics won't last long, and soon
enough I'll have kids of my own and
will need to raise them in such a way
that they can feel nostalgic about the
way they grew up too.
I'll never forget the days when my
dad gave my sister and me hammers
and nails to play with. We hammered
nails into the dirt for hours on end, and
they're still there. They were discovered
recently when my parents built a foun
dation for their new hot tub, which leads
me to believe that they don't miss hav
ing their kids around as much as we miss
having them around. I'm just kidding. I
know they miss us too.
I think what I'm getting at is music
is capable of having. Listen to "Wake
Up," a track on "Funeral." It has become
the quintessential sing-along song for
every Arcade Fire show. Imagine thou
sands of people singing/yelling every
single word together. That's powerful,
and that is what motivated me to write
about a band that has had such a big in
fluence on my musical preferences and
the way 1 remember my past.

Kelsey Perry/TheVista
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"MTV, what have you done to me?"
- ARCADE FIRE

The loneliest man with the most friends, Mark Zuckerberg
By Dane Cummaro
Here's a status update. "The So
cial Network" isn't a glib little moral
ity tale. In what could have been a
formulaic trot througji the life of the
brilliant Mark Zuckerberg, "The So
cial Network" is something more. It is
cocksure, impatient, cold, exciting and
intrinsically perceptive.
Director David Fincher "Fight
Club" gives us the bare bone facts.
He fancifully weaves the story of how
the then-Harvard undergrad Mark
Zuckerberg made billions by creating
the biggest social networking site ever.
But, it's also the story of corruption,
wealth and youth. More importantly,
perhaps, it's about the Internet genera
tion, our generation.
Screenwriter Aaron
Sorkin's
scathing opener places Mark at a
campus bar with his girlfriend Erica,
played by Rooney Mara. Mark vents
to her about his lust to join Harvard's
elite "finals clubs." But Mark barely

pays attention when it is his Boston
University date's turn to talk. He sim
ply uses her as a vehicle to unload his
own frustrations. Fed up and fuming,
Erica storms out, breaking up with him
on the spot.
A bitter Mark returns to his dorm
room. It is there, with beer in hand,
he starts blogging about his hatred for
Erica. He carries on further still, by
hacking into photo files of Harvard undergrads, and ranking them on a hotness scale.
But it is at this moment of weak
ness, somewhere in the precocious
mind of Mark, that the foundations for
Facebook were laid.
Then the problems arise. They
start with the memorable Winkelvoss
twins, Cameron and Tyler, both played
by Armie Hammer, with Josh Pence
working as the body double. These
blond crewing jocks could be found
in the pages of an Abercrombie and
Fitch catalog, but it is their decision to
secure Mark as the designer for their
own Harvard computer dating service

that creates the drama.
The "Winklevi," as Mark not-so
affectionately calls them, have limit
less resources and will keep Mark on
his toes throughout the hypnotic legal
scenes.
Then there is Eduardo Saverin,
played by Andrew Garfield. He is
Mark's best friend and the one that
Mark trusts to manage the business
plan and early financing.
Garfield's
portrayal of Eduardo provides the soul
to a piece that would otherwise be void
without it.
Throughout the film, it is some
times difficult to differentiate the good
characters from the bad ones. Sorkin
and Fincher come down hard without
skimping on development and com
plexity. Eisenberg delivers a virtuoso
performance, spewing monologues so
fluidly he reveals how Mark's inner
conflicts fuel his ambition.
There is a feeling of cold detach
ment from Eisenberg, as he allows us
to peer in and see how Mark is ulti
mately just a lonely kid.

This portrayal is fascinating be
cause it displays Zuckerberg, the
brains behind the biggest social net
working website of our time, as a guy
who really isn't social at all.
It is at this part of Mark's mental
composition that Napster co-founder
Sean Parker, played by Justin Timberlake, will prey. Sean is willing to
swoop in and take Facebook to the
next level, and it is Timberlake that
steals the show. It seems as if he was
born to be a film star.
After you see Timberlake work
ing a restaurant meeting with Mark
and Eduardo with more cool than Vinnie Chase, you will forget all about his
pop star days. When he looks at Mark
and quips, "A million dollars isnr't
cool. You know what's cool? A billion
dollars," there is this flirtation with
the audience. An almost Carey Grantesque flirtation, that leaves you won
dering, has the "bad guy" ever been so
seductive?
Sean Parker, who has a fondness
for drugs and underage women, can't

help but bring you in. When he states,
"We lived on farms, then we moved to
cities and now we are going to live on
the Internet," the reality of it hits you
like a ton of bricks. Is he right?
It is this type of societal analysis
that makes "The Social Network" the
film of the year. Perhaps the Academy
will deny this film Best Picture, but if
they don't vote for "The Social Net
work," they should know that they are
passing up a film that will come to de
fine a generation.
The final scene leaves us with
a solitary Mark. As the film opened
with him on a date, it finishes with him
alone at a computer even after he in
vents this massive social website de
signed to bring people together.
This contrast can't help but strike a
chord with our generation of Facebook
users. It also leaves us wondering, are
we advancing or are we moving back
wards? This last portrait serves as a
cautionary tale for our solitary Internet
generation.
Definitely, friend this.

Hazard Center hosts the 10th Annual Asian Film Festival
By Keige Tom
The San Diego Asian Film
Festival showcases many independent
and international films from all over
the east, spreading Asian culture
across the San Diego community.
Started by a few dedicated cinema
lovers, the festival has grown into a
large foundation that works with more
than 100 communities, businesses and
schools.
The first festival was held in 2000
as a three day event on the grounds of
the University of San Diego. Between
Camino Hall and Founders Hall, more
than 3,000 rows of chairs were laid
out before a large projector in the
small courtyard. People from all over
San Diego came to watch and were
introduced to movies full of Asian
language, history, culture and life.
In 2001, the film festival was held
two weeks after the Sept. 11 tragedy.
It provided a way for San Diegans to
cope with the despair and begin the
healing process. The opening film that
year was entitled "American Chai." It
told the story of an Indian American

Teenager in New York City who
discovers her true identity. Along with
many other films, the festival helped
San Diego understand the cultural
differences between American society
and the world.
As the years progressed, the San
Diego Asian Film Festival became
a much larger event. The number of
audience members and movies grew
tremendously. The first
festival's
special guest was Karyn Kusama, the
director of "Girlfight." More recently,
well known Hollywood guests such as
John Cho, Daniel Dae Kim, Ming Na
and James Kyson Lee have attended
the festival.
Currently, the
Asian
Film
Foundation's mission is to "connect
[their] audiences with the human
experiences through the Pan Asian
media arts." In order to reach this goal,
they use cultural and social programs
to promote artistic abilities,innovation
and new independent voices.
The 2010 San Diego Asian Film
Festival has a wide array of films this
year. The opening film is "Legend of
the Fist: The Return of Chen Zhen,"
directed by Hong Kong's acclaimed

actor and director, Andrew Lau.
The movie takes place in Shanghaioccupied Japan, and the setting is
seven years after the end of the 1995
television series, "The Fist of Fury."
The second headlining movie,
"A Brand New Life," which tells the
story of Jinhee, a young South Korean
orphan. The director, Qunie Lecomte,
uses her childhood memories to
create a powerful and emotional story
for her audience. The styles of this
period piece shine and make this film
masterful.
The film festival ends with the
Taiwanese romantic comedy, "Au
Revoir Taipei," a film about a hectic
day in Taipeii. It is fun, quirky and is
sure to be audience favorite.
The Asian Film Festival is a must
for any fan of cinema to attend. A lot
of work and effort is put into this event
every year and the festival is definitely
worth the trip to the Hazard Center. .
Individual tickets are available online
at sdaff.org for $8 and $10.50 at the
door. The 2010 San Diego Asian Film
Festival takes place on Oct. 21 through
the 28 at the Ultrastar Mission Valley
Theaters in Hazard Center.

Lauren Millslagle/The Vista
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TheToreros celebrate after a touchdown during Saturday's 21-20 homecoming loss to Dayton.

Toreros fall short in hard-fought homecoming loss
By Joseph Shoen
This past weekend, USD's faculty,
students and alumni celebrated their
homecoming weekend with the tradi
tional student concert, class reunions
and alumni tailgate. Unfortunately, the
USD football team appears to be adding
a new tradition to homecoming week
end, losing.
No matter how well put together the
events leading up to the game are, it is
common knowledge that the overall suc
cess of a homecoming weekend is based
on how the football team performs on
the field. For the second straight season,
the USD football team failed to hold up
its end of the bargain on homecoming,
falling to Dayton 21-20 in a nail-biter.
The Toreros definitely had many
chances to send their fans home with

smiles on their faces. With three min
utes to go, Dayton kicker Nick Glavin
missed a 37-yard field goal, and USD
took over, needing only a field goal to
take the lead.
After picking up a couple of first
downs, the Toreros found themselves
with a second-and-short on the Flyers'
48-yard line. Flyers safety James Vercammen then came up with the play of
the game, sacking quarterback Mason
Mills back in USD territory. Two plays
later, Dayton stopped the Toreros on
fourth down, and homecoming had
ended on a sour note.
Unlike last week's comeback effort
in Jacksonville that also fell short, USD
kept the game close for all 60 minutes
against Dayton. The Toreros actually
took the lead in the fourth quarter on a
nine-yard touchdown pass from backup
quarterback Sam Scudellari to tight end

Patrick Doyle that put USD up 20-14.
However, that moment of jubilation
came to a screeching halt 76 seconds
later when Dayton quarterback Steve
Valentino found Anthony Papp open
in the end zone for a 16-yard strike
that proved to be the final score of the
game.
Although it continues to be increas
ingly difficult to find silver linings for
a team that has lost five of its first six
games, USD head coach Ron Caragher
has got to be impressed with the matura
tion of Mills. The sophomore, who was
receiving an IV for dehydration when
Scudellari led the Toreros on their last
scoring drive, continued to make strides
in his fourth consecutive start. He fin
ished 27 of 38 for 221 yards, highlighted
by a 19-yard touchdown pass to senior
wideout John McGough, in which he
shook off several would-be tacklers and

somehow got off the throw.
A quarterback's production may
end up being measured in wins and
losses, but Mills' performance in his
four starts has his teammates confident
that he is the man to turn things around
for this program.
"Mason is the man," senior wide
receiver Joey Orfini said. "He is a playmaker. For receivers, Mason makes the
game fun."
At 1-5 overall and 1-2 in the Pio
neer Football League, USD will need to
win the remainder of its league games
to finish above .500. Three or four years
ago, that may not have sounded like
such a difficult task, but Josh Johnson
is thousands of miles away and the rest
of the conference has caught up to the
Toreros. It will be up to USD to prove
in their final five games of the season
that they have no intentions of being

the doormat of the PFL. There may be
doubts outside of the locker room, but
each and every player on the roster sees
no reason why they cannot right the
ship.
"Our team has a 'never quit' men
tality," Orfini said. I always think we
are going to win the game, even when
we are down."
One day, the members of the USD
football team will look back and be dis
appointed that they lost two consecutive
homecoming games. As much as they
would have liked to impress the mem
bers of the class of 1990 visiting for
their 20-year reunion, the Toreros cur
rently have to worry more about getting
better for next week's game at Marist.
Besides, if the class of 1990 made it
to the alumni tailgate at 11 a.m. when it
started, chances are they didn't remem
ber too much about the game anyway.

Homecoming
lament

By Chris Hanneke
There are few things more embar
rassing than being out-cheered at your
own homecoming game. But last Sat
urday at the USD homecoming football
game, that is exactly what happened.
The University of Dayton is 2,219
miles away from the University of San
Diego, yet all it took was one look into
the stands during the Flyers' 21-20 vic
tory over the Toreros to see which school
had the better fan support.
Sure, there may have been more
fans wearing Torero colors, but in crucial
situations, the crowd noise said it all.
And that is where the embarrass
ment comes into play. USD fans were
outdone by a group of fans who enjoyed
the San Diego sun inside the stadium just
as much as those students who ditched
the game to bask in it at the beach.
Can we really blame a bunch of 18
to 22 year olds making such a decision,
especially when their team was 1-4 on
the season? It's a tough call.
Obviously, a homecoming game
does not mean nearly as much to an
FCS school as it would to a powerhouse
Division I program. But it should mean
something, and the lack of support on
behalf of USD students is becoming one
of the university's more embarrassing
characteristics.
The game itself was enough to keep
even the most pessimistic of football
fans excited. It was close all the way
throughout, and the Toreros had every
opportunity to win it.
The product on the field cannot
be blamed in this case. But the issue
remains, will USD students ever really
care about their football team?
It's a sad question to ask, because for
students like me and the other dedicated
fans who stuck around for the entire

game, the team absolutely matters.
But more and more, it seems like
the team doesn't have any importance to
the majority of USD students.
And it's not just football that is
quickly losing its popularity. Take a
walk into the JCP during a basketball
game in the middle of November when
the team is playing the likes of Point
Loma and University of the Pacific. An
optimist would say the stadium is one
quarter full, but that just hides the truth.
Very few students on the campus of USD
seem to care about their teams.
The conversations of students ex
pressing disappointment in the lack of
any real support for USD teams can be
heard from the SLP to the IPJ. But it is
a two way street, and most often those
complaining are the ones dedicating their
Saturdays to GTL rather than USD.
The whole process is a vicious circle
that will likely never be completed. Stu
dents will complain about lack of sup
port and refuse to go to the games, thus
never allowing the support to build.
I'm not here to judge people's deci
sions. As I said, it's hard to argue with
the rationale that one would rather spend
an afternoon at the beach than at a sta
dium watching their team lose.
Still, USD continues to try and build
successful programs for the students to
enjoy, and they've done a commendable
job as of late. They built a great football
program a few years ago. They set up a
basketball program that made its deepest
run in to the NCAA Tournament ever.
The baseball team consistently com
petes into the postseason and turns out
more major league talent than just about
any program in the country.
And sometimes, it seems like the
school's dedication to success is actually
being rewarded by the students. The first
half of the homecoming game showed
promise, just as the basketball game
against Gonzaga does every year, with
packed stands full of optimistic fans.
Yet, halftime comes on Saturday af
ternoon and Mission Beach is suddenly
the place to be.
It's the curse of living in San Diego,
and while we will always have our sun
shine and plush sandy beaches to hang
over the heads of those from Dayton,
Ohio, they have Saturday's win to hang
over ours.

Alexandra Green/The Vista

Senior tight end Patrick Doyle coasts into the end zone for a touchdown to give USD their only lead of the game.

Alexandra Green/The Vista

Freshman Sam Hoekstra turns the corner on a sweep play.

THE VISTA | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2010
SPORTS

17

Women's soccer drops conference opener against Broncos
Bv Sara VanderHorst
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Jackie Zinke and theToreros will look to right the ship after a tough loss to open up WCC play

After being up and down through
out the national rankings for most of
fall, USD women's soccer finished
their 2010 preseason with a 7-5-2 re
cord heading into West Coast Confer
ence play. Elie Magracia, Stephanie
Ochs and Natalie Garcia have led their
teammates through a tough preseason
and have the Toreros poised and ready
for league play.
"Preseason helped the team pre
pare us for conference because we
built the foundation on and off the
field that was necessary for success,"
said captain Elie Magracia. "There
have been many ups and downs so far,
but we all go through them together
and we all know that this season can
really be something special,"
Magracia has helped push her
team to the best of their abilities, both
mentally and physically. They have
bonded together and stayed close
throughout their tough schedule.
Some of these ups and downs
include two victories over nationally
ranked University of Southern Califor
nia. The Trojans' only losses this year
have come from the Toreros. Sloppy
play, however, has caused USD some
unnecessary losses, taking them out of
the national rankings.
USD is looking to utilize their
team play as they transition into the
regular season. Good leadership, hard
work and communication are vital to
success during WCC play.
This past Sunday marked the
beginning of the highly anticipated
conference schedule. The WCC of
ten boasts some of the best women's
soccer teams in the nation, and USD
continues to be up at the top year in
and year out.
USD got the chance to start fresh
competing against No. 14 Santa Clara
University on the Bronco's home turf
in Northern California. The Broncos

came into the game at 7-3-2, and left
with the victory.
USD fell short with the lone
Santa Clara goal coming in the 50th
minute, which would end the game
at 1-0. Santa Clara's Sarah Jackson
fired a long ball from the top of the
box that was deflected by USD keeper
Courtney Parsons. Anessa Patton of
the Broncos was there to kick the ball
into the back of the net. This later goal
would be the small lapse of play that
would propel the Broncos to victory.
"We just took too long to set
tle into the game and find our own
rhythm," said Magracia after the loss.
"Once we started playing our game,
we could tell we were dominating,
but unfortunately one mental lapse
was capitalized on by Santa Clara. We
have proven that when we perform
even close to our potential, it never
matters who we're playing, we are
confident we can get the win."
The Toreros had a few scoring
opportunities throughout the game,
yet would be outshot by the Broncos
15-12, however they led in corner
kicks 8-3.
Stephanie Ochs led USD in shots
with three on goal, and Addie Cartan and Magracia followed with two
apiece. Parsons finished
the game
with three saves.
The Toreros will continue league
play on Friday as they travel to the
University of San Francisco to play
the Dons.
"The biggest thing we can take
away from this game is that we know
we still have a huge chance of still
doing well in conference," Magracia
said. "Going into our next game, and
each of the five following that one, it
is a must win, and 1 think we thrive
under the pressure."
San Francisco is on an eight-game
losing streak, entering the game with
the Toreros with a 4-10 record so far
this season. They opened conference
play with a 1-0 loss to bay area rivals,
St. Mary's.

USD ranked No. 40 in nation in NCSA power rankings
By Tyler Wilson
Last week, the National Colle
giate Scouting Association released
their annual Collegiate Power rank
ings, in which the University of San
Diego was ranked No. 40 out of all
Division I institutions in the country.
These rankings help student athletes
evaluate the strengths and weaknesses
of universities by combining both the
academic and athletic aspects of the
institutions based on three factors.
The Learfield Sports Direc
tors' Cup, the first of these factors,
is awarded annually by the National
Association of Collegiate Directors of
Athletics, USA Today and Learfield
Sports to the best overall collegiate
program in the country in its respec

tive division.
Learfield Sports manages the mul
timedia and sponsorship rights of over
50 collegiate institutions and govern
ing associations dealing with colle
giate athletics. The Toreros placed No.
103 among all Division I institutions
in the Learfield Sports rankings.
The second factor determining
the NCSA Power Rankings is the US
News and World Report college rank
ings, which recognizes academic ex
cellence in universities. USD ranked
No. 94 in the most recent rankings,
the highest ranking they have ever
achieved in the US News college
rankings.
The third and final factor playing
into the NCSA rankings is the studentathlete graduation rate at each uni
versity. The graduation rates are de

termined by the NCAA. The Toreros
were ranked No. 123 in this category.
One may ask, "How is USD
placed so high when all of their rank
ings are either very close or in the
hundreds?" To answer this question,
it is the graduation rate at which USD
excels over other institutions ranked
below them. A majority of the schools
below USD are ranked in the 300s in
graduation rate, significantly hinder
ing their NCSA ranking.
USD's consistency in all the cat
egories also played a major part in
their high ranking. There is no other
school in the top 40 that maintains
such consistent rankings across the
board, as there is not an outlier in any
of the three categories for the Toreros.
Stanford, Princeton, Duke, Har
vard and Notre Dame round out the

top five. California schools ranked
above USD include Pepperdine at 35,
UC Davis at 37 and UC Santa Barbara
at 38.
San Diego is the second highestranked school in the West Coast
Conference, finishing
only behind
Pepperdine.
The Toreros have consistently
been ranked in the top 40 since 2008,
when they achieved their highest
ranking ever at No. 33. This ranking
parallels the greatest year in USD ath
letics history, when the men's basket
ball team upset Gonzaga in the WCC
Championship and then the University
of Connecticut in the first round of the
NCAA Tournament.
The football team had just hit its
peak, as head coach Jim Harbaugh had
used his success as the Toreros' coach

to land the head coaching job at Stan
ford, whom he now has ranked in the
top 15 of every national poll. Almost
every other sport on campus was
ranked in the national polls at some
time during their respective season as
well.
The following year, USD was No.
38, mainly dropping because of the
basketball team's mediocre season.
The Toreros have been in very
prestigious company the past three
years, as both their athletics and
academic programs have reached
unparalleled success. USD hopes to
keep rising in the US News and World
Report academic rankings and keep
maintaining consistent success in their
athletic programs so they can reach
new heights in the NCSA rankings in
years to come.

Torero Diary:

An in-depth look into the life of a
USD baseball player
By Mike Ferraro
While this may be true for other USD athletic teams and organizations on campus, being a baseball player encompasses
all aspects of college life. From the way we eat, dress, work and live, all of the baseball guys live with teammates either on
or off campus. The daily routines of an athlete differ so much from that of a non-athlete, or as the team has come to refer to
them, a "layman," that I thought it was time to enlighten those Toreros out there that do not play on a sports team.
While the typical student at USD woke up last Sunday around noon, had breakfast for lunch and happily tuned in to
watch the football games, the baseball boys were on the field at 9 a.m. getting ready for practice, followed by a 10-inning
intrasquad. There is no resentment or bitterness here, it is just a glimpse inside the life of a USD baseball player.
Since most of our days are long, dealing with class in the mornings followed by four to five hours of practice, our houses
often get the short end of-the stick on the hygienic side of things. I am not saying that we all live in pigsties, but cleaning up
is not one of our top priorities.
If you meet a nice ball player and get invited over, definitely accept, for we are great guys. Yet, if you were to walk into
one of our houses midweek, don't be surprised to see a pile of baseball pants, jock straps and jerseys caked with grass and
dirt stains. There might also be a pile of dishes in the sink that only seem to grow until we muster up the courage to clear
them out.
Having one day off a week every Monday, this is the day where we too can wake up and actually wear normal under
wear to class instead of our sliders and baseball socks under sweatpants. It is our day to sit through class, awake, and make
our hardest decision of the day in where to go to lunch.
Once Tuesday hits, it's back to work and we keep all goals set on having a successful winning season, and ultimately
that trip to Omaha, Neb. for the College World Series.
My personal living situation as a baseball player last season was awesome. While I could not have gone wrong with
whoever I ended up living with, I'm happy to say the two teammates I landed with were great guys.
Anthony Strazzara, currently a senior infielder from Scottsdale, Ariz., can most likely be seen around campus late at
night in the hallways posing as a janitor and solving impossible mathematical equations proposed by advanced engineering
professors. Not really, but all "Good Will Hunting" references aside, Strazz is a very intelligent guy and an even better
baseball player. Watch out though, ladies, he's taken by the beautiful and elegant Kristie Bergman.
My other roommate, Sammy Solis, was a pitcher last year from Phoenix, Ariz. You might remember seeing all six feet
six inches of him walking around campus with a huge smile on his face at all times. While he may have looked like and been
the most genuine person off the field, his rubber arm transformed him into the nastiest dude on the mound. Others might see
him as just another guy, but watching him pitch is a sight to see. Every scouting director from every MLB team had Sammy
high on their radar and, come the June draft, that lovable, six-and-a-half-foot teddy bear was selected in the second round by
the Washington Nationals. According to valuable sources, he should be in the Major Leagues within the next year.
Overall, the two guys I live with, the 35 guys who 1 call teammates and the five coaches are a one of a kind group and
I couldn't have asked for better people to surround myself with and take the field with every day. As I'm sure anyone on
campus can see, during the past few years at USD, we have all formed bonds that will last forever.
I myself also entered the world of pro ball with the New York Yankees last June, and I must say it is very different than
the living situations of college.
An ending message to the remaining baseball players and the new freshmen: enjoy every minute of the times spent
with your teammates, for professional baseball is very different when it comes to living situations and bonds made between
players.
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Life for a USD baseball player is not always as glamorous as it sounds,

THE VISTA | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2010

Photo by Tom Roth

Sophomore forward Sergio Carranza shoots on the Portland net during theToreros' 1-0 loss to the University of Portland Pilots last Friday night.

Men's soccer fights back in WCC action
Holds off Gonzaga after falling to No. 25 Portland

By Tyler Wilson
The University of San Diego
men's soccer team had a golden op
portunity to regain national respect
this past weekend against the No. 25
ranked Portland Pilots.
The Toreros matched Portland in
every aspect of the game and proved
that they still belong among the
WCC's elite. But bad luck struck the
Toreros again, as missed opportunities
hindered any chances they had at win
ning the game.
USD managed to avoid overtime
in both of their games this weekend,
but still saw some of that bad luck that
has plagued them in overtime all sea
son against the Pilots.
In the 63rd minute of action, the
Toreros had their best opportunity to
capitalize on Portland's porous de
fense. USD had dominated time of
possession all game, and continued
their dominance in the 63rd minute
when Christian Duke and Stephen
Posa kept the ball away from the Pilots
in anticpation of either a clear shot or

precise pass to set up a goal.
Duke finally lobbed the ball up to
Patrick Wallen, who trapped the ball
at the far corner of the goal and sent
a blazing shot to the top right comer
of the goal.
But the Portland goalie made an
absolutely spectacular save and pre
served the Pilot shutout.
After this magnificent shot by
Wallen, USD put on a show as they
barraged the Portland goalie with
three shots in the next three minutes,
but achieved no goals.
The Toreros could not capitalize
on the impeccable passing by their
forwards to generate any kind of scor
ing.
This lack of capitalization came
back to bite the Toreros, as one unfor
tunate play cost the Toreros a shot at
beating a ranked opponent and getting
a leg up in the WCC standings.
In the 81st minute, the Toreros
tried to clear a shot about halfway
between the goal and midfield, but in
stead they deflected the kick off of a
Portland defender's heel and sent the
ball unexpectedly 15 feet into the air.

Sophomore forward Sergio Carranza battles for the ball against a Portland defender.

Michael D'Arrigo, the USD goalie,
did not expect the sudden change of
direction and watched the ball float
over his head and into the goal.
The Toreros were deflated after
this goal, knowing they had blown a
game that they should have won.
They did have a few more chanc
es to tie the game, but could not get
luck on their side and lost a game they
had in their hands for 80 minutes.
The resilience that has been with
the Toreros all season made a pres
ence once again against the Gonzaga
Bulldogs this past Sunday. This tenac
ity did not show up until the second
half though, as the Toreros showed the
lagging effects of their loss against the
Pilots just two days before throughout
the first half.
USD got out to a slow start, as
they went into the locker room down
1-0 at halftime. Desperation kicked in
during halftime, as the Torero men re
alized it was basically a must win for
them.
A loss would have put them in a
1 -3 hole in the WCC standings.
Wallen realized the hole his team

was staring down, and took the team
on his shoulders in the second half,
scoring two goals to give the Torero
men a much needed 2-1 victory to
keep their season alive.
To tie the game at one, Wallen
received a pass from Marcello Carminatti just six yards away from the
goal and punched it into the back of
the net.
In the 79th minute, Wallen col
lided with the Bulldog goalie, sending
him hard to the ground. Wallen recieved a yellow card for the play, giv
ing Gonzaga's goalie a free kick.
The Toreros used the Bulldogs'
free kick to their advantage to quietly
slide past the defense. Wallen slipped
behind Pilot defenders, stayed onside
and recieved a perfect pass from Ser
gio Carranza who sent the ball flying
towards Wallen at midfield.
Wallen received the pass just out
side the penalty box, made two de
fenders miss and fired his shot on the
goal's far side to put the Toreros ahead
for good, 2-1.
The Toreros held a 17-5 shots ad
vantage in the game, but still barely

slipped by Gonzaga, one of the more
mediocre teams in the WCC. A loss
would have given the bulldogs their
first win of the WCC season.
A loss against Gonzaga would
have put the Toreros in a hole that
would have been very difficult to dig
themselves out of. But it is this hole
that keeps the Toreros afloat in the
conference race.
It seems as if every time this hole
is visible, the Toreros use their oppor
tunities to their advantage in the face
of desperation. Now a new challenge
presents itself to this inexperienced
Torero squad - winning consecutive
conference games, which USD has
not accomplished all season.
The Toreros are on the verge of
success, but success cannot arrive
without a little luck and capitalized op
portunities. The Toreros have lacked
both of these aspects in their arsenal,
which are some of the most important
characteristics of a winning team.
When this inexperienced squad
starts to consistently take advantage
of their opponent's mistakes, they will
be a team to be reckoned with.

Junior forward Stephen Posa looks to cross the ball past his defender.

THE VISTA THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2010
'Be more concerned with your character than with your reputation. Your
character is what you really are while your reputation is merely
what others think you are."
- JOHN WOODEN
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Senior Ashton Basch goes up for a spike against Utah in theToreros' 3-1 victory at the
JCP on Oct. 7.

Volleyball soars
past Gaels
By Chris Engell

Once again, the Torero women's
volleyball team continues their domi
nance in the WCC with two victories
this week over Utah and the No. 25
ranked Gaels of St. Marys.
Behind a 15-kill and 13-dig
performance from Ali Troost and a
14-kill game from Chloe Ferrari, the
No. 23' USD volleyball team cruised
to a 3-0 WCC win over No. 25 Saint
Mary's College Saturday afternoon at
the McKeon Pavilion. With the 25-19,
25-16, 25-13 win, the Toreros improve
to 13-4 overall, and remain perfect in
WCC action at 3-0 and improve their
winning streak to five matches.
Troost led all players with her 15kill and 13-dig performance, while also
hitting for a .414 clip, while Ferrari tied
her career-high with 14 kills and hit for
a .571 clip. Kelsi Myers recorded 43
assists, while helping steer the USD of
fense to a .368 team attack percentage
and Cera Oliveira led the team with a
match-best 15 digs.
In the first set, the Toreros wasted
no time as they got rolling right from
the get go, jumping out to a 7-3 lead, as

a SMC service error ignited the run and
an Ashton Basch kill capped things off.
The Gaels then answered right
back as they put together a 7-1 run of
their own to take a 10-8 lead. After the
two teams battled for a bit and with
USD trailing 11-10, a Gaels attack error
jump-started an 8-1 Toreros run that
was capped on a kill by Amy DeGroot
to give USD a relaxed 18-12 lead. USD
never looked back as they marched
their way to a 25-19 win.
In the second set, a Troost kill off
of a set from Myers sparked a 9-3 Tore
ros run to give USD the early momen
tum. This lead proved to be too big for
the Gaels to overcome, as the Toreros
had their best offensive set of the match
with a .476 team attack percentage.
USD simply eased its way to a 25-16
win to go into the break, up two sets
to none.
In the third and final set, the Tore
ros again showed their dominance as
they raced out to an early 12-3 lead,
completing the sweep with a 25-13
win.
The Toreros will return to action
on Thursday when they travel to take
on the University of San Francisco in
a 7 p.m. WCC match at War Memorial
Gym.
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SPORTS SHORTS
Men's golf finishes fourth at the Prestige at
PGA West
Alex Ching and Joe Harrison both shot a 214 on the tournament, good enough to put them in
a tie for sixth overall.
Gunner Wiebe and Scott Brace tied for 15th overall, as both shot a 218.

Men's tennis posts 16-10 record at SDSU Fall
Invitational
Abdullah Hashem defeated the University of Southern California's Joel Giger, while Nils
Schive outlasted UC San Diego's Devon Sousa.
Hashem and Schive tied for the team lead with 4-1 records in singles action.

Ali Troost named WCC Player of the Week
The senior right side took the title for the second consecutive week after leading USD to a
pair of wins over Utah and conference rivals No. 25 Saint Mary's.
Troost recorded 43 kills, hit for a .474 clip, racked up an impressive 21 digs and tallied
three blocks on the week.

Stanley Shurson named PFL special teams
Player of the Week
The senior kicker did his part to keep the Toreros close during their gut-wrenching 21-20
loss to Dayton.
Shurson connected on a 29-yard field goal in the first half as well as a 36-yarder in the
third quarter while also converting both PATs.

Men's basketball begins first official team
practice on Friday at 5 p.m.
The season does not begin until Nov. 12, but the team will hold its first official practice.
It will be closed to the general public but open to credentialed media.

Women's swimming and diving holds their
own against tough competition
Kristyn Deckard recorded a first place finish in the 200 meter backstroke with a time of
2:11:88.

Sarah Geerdes, Emily Lightcap, Eleanor Phillips and Kelly Stone all notched top 10 fin
ishes on the day in their own respective events.

ANGELUS EARLY MUSIC SERIES
at the University of San Diego

University
r/San Diego

presents

HEINAVANKER
Estonian ensemble with a program of
religious folk songs and sacred
music of the Renaissance master Ockeghem
Tuesday, October 19, 7:30pm
Founders Chapel, Founders Hall
University of San Diego, 5998 Alcala Park, San Diego
Tickets at the door - (619) 260-4171
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Questions? Contact Lilly
lilstitt@gmall.com
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$15,000 is available in research grant
money for the Fall *10 semester!
Proposals due: October 23rd
Download form and upload proposals at:
wwwLsandiego.edu/associatedstudents/academics
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS
UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO

Questions? Contact Abraham Ichlnoe at
lchinoeab-ll@sandiego.edu

